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wn. Jones of Towa, Mallory, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Sebas- 
ae ‘Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Weller, Wright, 
and Yulee—21. ; 2: ~ 

NAYS—Messrs. Biggs, Durkee, Fish, Foster, Hale, Har- 


jan, Hunter, Reid, Seward, Slidell, Trumbull, Wade, and | 


Wilson—13. 
Mr. REID. 


which the amendment raising the salary of the 


idee of southern California was rejected. [| 
voted in the negative, and the amendment was | 


rejected by a tie vote. 

“The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will submit the question tothe Senate. The rule 
provides that a Senator voting with the majority 
may move a reconsideration, 
17, and the Senator from North Carolina moves 
a reconsideration. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think he has a right to 
move the reconsideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
vill submit the question to the Senate, whether 


the Senator from North Carolina, having voted in 


the negative, has a right to move a reconsidera- | 


tion. 
: The question was decided in the affirmative. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from North Carolina moves to reconsider the 
vote rejecting the amendment of the Senator from 
California to increase the salary of the judge of 


the southern district of California from $4,000 | 


to $4,500. The question ison that motion. 

Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 17, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Bigler, Brodhead, 
Cluy, Dodge, Durkee, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Jones of Iowa, 
Mallory, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Seward, Weller, Wright, 
aud Yulee—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Fish, Foster, 
Hale, Harlan, Hunter, Pearce, Pratt, Slidell, Thomson of 
New Jersey, ‘Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—16. 

So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
now is on agreeing to the amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD. I call for the yeas and nays. 


The ao and nays were not ordered. 


Mr. BAYARD. a move that the Senate ad- 
journ. Ido not think we ought to decide the 


compensation, the permanent compensation of 
these judges, with only a bare quorum. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall not adjourn 
now. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being on 
a division—ayes 14, noes 19. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator wants the 


yeas and nays on the amendment, I will call for | 


them. 


Mr. BAYARD. The Senate has refused to || 


order the yeas and nays, and I have a right to 
comment on the amendment, and I mean to do it. 
The question is upon a motion made, counter to 
the advice and recommendation of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to whom the subject was re- 
ferred, to increase permanently the salary of one 
of the judges of the United States. On that 


motion the Senate of the United States, with a | 


bare quorum, refuses to allow the yeas and nays 
to be taken. 


legislation in the extent to which its purity has 
gone ! 
found the Senate, on a question of this kind, 
unwilling to commit individual members by 
refusing the yeas and nays. It is not a question 


of the mere appropriation of the day; but it is | 


permanent legislation as to the salary of the judge, 
in the face of the recommendation of the Ju iclary 


Committee, and with a bare quorum of the Senate 
in session. 


reason given, counter to the consideration ‘of our 


committee, why this salary should be increased. | 
I shall vote against this amendment, unless I have | 


strong reasons why it should be increased; but, 


at the same time, I will say that I think there are | 


I move to reconsider the vote by | 


The Chair | 


The vote is 17 to | 


The Chair | 


The question 


That is one evidence of American | 


Mr. President, it astonished me when I | 


It is perfectly immaterial to me—I | 
should vote against it, because I have heard no | 








few members of this body who are more willing | 


to give an ample compensation to the members 
of the judiciary than I am. 


Mr. PRATT. The reason why | thought the 
yeas and nays were Cnnecessary was that we 
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| 


| stand thoroughly. 


had already had the yeas and nays three times | 
upon this very proposition. But | always yield | 
to any friend who desires to have his name re- | 
corded, however frequently it may be. There- 
fore, if my honorable friend from Delaware will 
ask again for the yeas and nays, I will consent 
to have them. The only reason I refused them 
was, that we had already recorded our names— 
mine with his—against this increase of salary. 
I thought it was perhaps an unnecessary con- 
sumption of time. That was my individual opin- 


ion; but I am willing to have the yeas and nays. | 


Mr. BIGGS. I desire to ascertain if this is not 


an increase of the amount as reported by the | 


Committee on the Judiciary. The present salary | 


of this judge is, as | understand, $3,000. ‘The 
Committee on the Judiciary have reported, what 
has been voted on by the Senate, an increase of 


$1,000, and this is proposed to be an annual in- | 


crease of $500. 


Mr. PRATT. I ask for the yeas and nays on 


the amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


never knewa lawyer in my life that was not will- 
ing to allow full salary to the judges who preside 
over the courts of justice in the country. They 
are aware of the necessity of a liberal compensa- 
tion. Here, after the compensation of this judge 


| has been permanently fixed for some years at 
'| $3,000, an application is made to Congress to in- 


crease his salary. Your Judiciary Committee has 
taken it into consideration. You are informed 
that they have examined the whole subject, and 
they have made a liberal recommendation—an 
advance of one third of the salary previously al- 
lowed to this public officer. They tell you that 
$4,000 is full salary for him. On what ground 
does the Senate differ in opinion from that com- 
mittee? Simply because the Senator from Cali- 


fornia, in the exercise of a duty which we are | 


always pleased to see him perform on this floor, 


| differs from the committee as to what his district 
| judge ought to have. 


I know no other; I have 
heard none other than can satisfy any reasonable 
man. 


Mr. WELLER. Ido not put it on that ground. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


what my friend from Califormia says. I know 
he represented to us what he has frequently urged 
with so much ability before, that the expenses in 
California are very high, and people are obliged 
to pay more than on the Atlantic coast; that they 
have got land cases, as if it made any difference 


when the judge was sitting on the bench, whether | 
| it was a land or an admiralty case he was trying | 
| —as if the judge sat on the bench one hour longer 
| than required by law—as if he were doing one 


particle of duty beyond what every judge in 


| the country is bound to do, and that is to hear 


the litigation arising in his district within reason- 

able hours of labor. All this thing we under- 

Everybody has heard it re- 
eated over and over again in Congress. 

What can we rely upon our committees for, if 
we cannot rely upon them for such a matter as 
this? They tell you bya unanimous report that 
the salary of that judge, which before was $3,000, 
was too small. They tell you that one third more 
is required, and it is ample. They resist the fur- 


_ther appropriation asked for by the Senator from 


California. The Senate has voted it down two or 
three times; and yet finally, now when the Senate 
is nearly empty, when there is a bare quorum, a 
reconsideration is moved, and carried by one 
vote; and upon that the representation of the com- 
mittee is to be overruled, and the legislation of 
the country controlled. I think we are giving 
way weakly, very weakly, and unworthily of 
ourselves, to personal considerations. Now, I 
would, with the greatest pleasure in the world, 


vote for this, or anything that my friend from }| 


California might desire to pass for the benefit of 
his district, if this was a measure of public im- 


portance—if it was for the good of his State or |) and now it is proposed to put $500 on that. If 


The Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary is composed exclusively of lawyers. I | 


[do not yield the floor, 
because I understand perfectly well that is not 


people; but the idea of giving way on a question 
of this kind, on a mere personal salary, one of 
an individual, against the unanimous judgment 
of one of our committees which has examined the 
subject, is something | cannot agree to do, and I 
must confess my astonishment that others can. 
Mr. PUGH. | only wish to say a word or 
two, as the Senator from Louisiana has pressed 
the matter somewhat. The Senator says it was 
the unanimous recommendation of the committee. 
I shall not divulge any of the secrets of the com- 
mittee room, for [ mean to be loyal in that respect 
|| as in all others; but I will say, that this question 
was before the committee some time avo, when 
we arrived at this decision. For myself, since 
the committee took a vote, other matters have 
been brought to my notice connected with the 
|| question which determined me to bring it before 
the committee again. I have mentioned them to 
|, the chairman of the committee. 


I do not recollect 
|| whether he agreed with me in the change of 
|! opinion or not. At all events, I communicated 
with him, and should have brought the subject 
|| before the committee at the next meeting, but that 
this bill came here to-day, and we were obliged 
|| to offer our amendments to it. I think myself on 
reviewing the whole ground, that $4,500 is low 
enough salary for the judge of that district. [tis 
the salary paid by the State of California to her 
judges. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. To which of her State 
judges? 

Mr. WELLER. The district judge. 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator from California 
made the statement. 

Mr. WELLER. I say in the southern part 
of the State the pay of the district judges is $4,500, 
and in the northern and more populous parts, 
$7,000. It used to be $7,500. 

Mr. PUGH. Thatis the present purpose. It 
|| is merely to make the judge of the district 
court of the United States for the southern dis- 
trict of California equal in pay to the judges of 
the same grade under the State authority. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will inquire of my friend 
from California whether the district judges of 
the State hold their offices during good behavior, 
|| or for a term of years? 

Mr. WELLER. A term of years. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Is there any idea that the 
rate of salary will be continued in California 
when their terms are out? 

Mr. PUGH. Whether it be so or not we 
ought not to have the judges’ salaries at so low 
arate that they cannot live without inconveni- 
ence to themselves. I shall vote to put the salary 
of any judge, anywhere in the United States, up 
to that standard that he shall not be distracted 
|| by attention to his private affairs—that he can 

give the public the whole of his attention. If 
| the Government is not able to pay the judges a 
|| salary of that sort, it ought to pay them none. 
| Mr. WELLER. I am very sorry that the 
| Senator from Louisiana seems to regard this as 
| disrespectful to the Judiciary Committee. 1 am 
| sure there is no committee that | have a higher 
| regard for than the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| But so far as the expenses of living are concerned, 
| | hope I may be allowed to claim that I know 
|! more about them in California than the Judi- 
| ciary Committee or the Senate. All I desire for 
these judges is, that you will make a fair allow- 
ance, sufficient to cover their expenses of living, 
| no matter where they may be located. I know 
| this will not be too much. I know that this 
|| judge will not be enabled to save more money on 
| asalary of $4,500 a year, than one of your judges 
in some of the other States at $2,500. All I have 
desired is, that an allowance shall be made suffi- 
|| cient to permit him to live like a gentleman; and 
1} 1 want to put him, as my friend from Ohio has 
| said, on an equal booting with the district judges 
| of our State courts. 
Mr. HALE. There isone consideration which 
| ought to govern us. We have already voted to 
raise this salary thirty-three and a third per cent., 
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stand forever. The Constitution makes it per- | 
manent. If we put it too low we can corre tthat | 
next year. If $4,000 1s not enough, next year 
we ean remedy it; but if we put it S00 too much 
it must stand forever, because the Constitution 
expressly prevents any diminution after it is 
raised. 

Mr. PRATT. As long as the judge lives. 

Mr. HALE. It can never be lessened as long | 
as he continues in office. Now, as we have a 
bare quorum—a bare majority of the Senate, it | 
seems to me we should be a little cautious in in- 
erafting an amendment on this bill. Itmust stand 
forever, so far as this officer is concerned. 

Mr. HUNTER, Let us have the question. 

Vr. WELLER. I believe California is the | 
only State in the Union where the Federal judges | 
do not receive a higher compensation than the 
State judges. 


ries than the Federal judges. 

Mr. REID. At the time I moved the recon- 
sideration | thought this salary not sufficiently | 
high; bat the remarks of the Senator from Louis- 
iana have convinced me that the amendment 
ought not to prevail, and I shall vote against it. 

‘he question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted: 

YEAS 
Houston, Jones of lowa, Mallory, Pugh, Sebastian, Sew- 
ard, Weller, Wright, and Yulee—1/4. 

NAYS —Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Durkee, Fish, 


Foster, Hale, Harlan, Hunter, Pearce, Pratt, Reid, Slidell, | 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, and | 


Wilson—18. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, | 
and the bill to be read a third time. 

Mr. HALE. 
the passage of that bill. 
vote against It. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Sec- 
retary proceeded to call the roll. 


I desire to record my | 


| of the passage of this act ;’ 


It is the reverse of that in Califor- || 
nia. ‘The State judges receive much higher sala- || 


| at the time of the passage of this act, shall be received in || 


| States, now subject, or which may hereatter become sub- | 
| ject, to sale at private entry, &c. 


| from Arkansas will move to restore the bill to 
| the condition in which it was when reported from 


Messrs. Bigler, Bright, Clay, Dodge, Fitzpatrick, | 


I ask for the yeas and nays on || 


| myself, and cannot yield the floor to the gentle- 





Mr. SEWARD. Lapprehend that we may be 
without a quorum. Tam sure it is notthe object 
of anybody to prevent the passage of the bill by | 
a majority. Lask the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to dispense with the call. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
done. The call must go through. 

Mr. SEWARD. Itcan be done by unanimous 
consent, - 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. No unanimous 
consent can dispense with the calling of the roll. 
li must be gone through with. 

The question being taken, resulted—yeas 24, 
nays 7; as follows: 


It cannot be 


Y EAS— Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, 
Ciay, Dedge, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Houston, Hunter, 
Vialiory, Pearee, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, 

homson of New Jersey, Toombs, Weller, Wright, and 

ulee —24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Durkee, Hale, Harlan, Seward, Trum- 
nil, Wade, and Wilson—7. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


a quorum voting. 


There is not 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives 


ment of the Senate to the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Army for the year 
ending June 30, 1857, with an amendment. 

Mr. WELLER. As there is not a quorum 


here, lL am compelled to move that the Senate 
adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, August 11, 1856. 


The House met ateleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
v the Chaplain, Rev. Danren Waxpo. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on | 


'‘\nrolled Bills, reported that the committee had || 


xamined and found truly enrolled bills of the 
following titles: 
An act for the relief of Daniel Dolan; and 


\| a much deeper interest, and which are of vastly 
| under consideration. 
| he takes his seat, to move that the bill be restored 


| mittee on Public Lands. 


| does not affect a single provision of that act, and 


| dred and twenty acres, and this must be for the | 
| purposes of residence and cultivation. 


| (who has become so since the passage of this act) 


equivalent to money, at $1 25 per acre. That || 
| part of it which is not absorbed in entering the 


/ ated land which he desires to enter is worth | 


| twenty acres. 


| and leaves $120 to invest in land at $1 25 per acre. | 
announced that the House concurred in the amend- || 


| am perfectly willing to vote for a bill which will | 
enhance the value of those warrants in the hands | 


| issued, either as venders or purchasers of the 


/any law for the benefit of those monopolists, | 


| which substitutes the little word “at” for * or,”’ 
| after the word “‘ sale.’’ I am not sure that, under | 





Au act for the relief of Charles Stearns; when | 
the Speaker signed the same, 


| the bill as proposed by the gentleman from Ala- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Tl 
om put it on, it can never be altered; it must | 


BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS. 

The SPEAKER. The first question in order 
is the consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 389) to 
enable the owners of land warrants to locate the 
same on any of the public domain subject to 
public entry, whether the minimum price shall be 
$1 25 or otherwise. ‘The question recurs on the 
amendment as amended, upon which the gentle- || 
man from Arkansas is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. RUST. I do not propose to make aspeech, 
but merely to move an amendment which I think 
will be acceptable to the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Coss.] My amendment is as fol- 
lows: 

After the word ‘‘ that,’’ insert the word “ all ;”? strike out 
the words ** to sale or,’’ and insert the words ** to sale at ;”’ 
and after the words ** heretofore passed,”’ insert the words 
‘except those which have been sold or assigned at the date 
> so that the bill will read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That all land warrants issued, or here- | 
after to be issued, under any act of Congress granting lands | 
to the officers and soldiers, or their legal descendants, here 
tofore passed, except those which have been sold or assigned 


payment for any of the public land belonging to the United 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I hope the gentleman 


the Committee on Pubhttc Lands. At the sug- 
gestion of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. | 
Jones,] I offered an amendment on Saturday last, 
which lam sure the House inadvertently adopted. 
At the time it was made I stated that the prop- 
osition had been repudiated by the Committee on 
Public Lands. By striking out ‘* $1 25,’’ individ- 
uals are authorized to deposit their land warrants 
in the land office, and take a credit at $1 25 per 
acre. They can then enter land at twelve cents 
an acre, which is wrong. 

Mr. RUST. I do not intend to make a speech 


man from Alabama forthat purpose. There are || 
other measures to be acted upon in which [ feel | 


more importance to the country than the one now 
Mr. COBB. I beg the gentleman, then, before | 
to the condition in whigh it came from the Com- | 
Mr. RUST. The gentleman is mistaken in 
regard to the effect of the amendment, which pro- 
poses to make these warrants receivable for land, | 
under the graduation act, at $1 25 per acre. It 


under it no one can enter more than three hun- | 


It only | 
makes the warrant in the hands of the holder 


graduated land, can be used in entering other | 
land at $1 25 per acre. For instance, the gradu- | 


twenty-five cents per acre. The largest quantity | 
permitted to him to enter is three hundred and | 
This amounts to eighty dollars, | 


The first amendment which I propose this | 


| soil in the new States and Territories 


| have, under existing laws, bought them on gpoo. 
| entry. Third, to allow them to be used as moy, 


| at privaie entry, whether sold for more or | 
|| than $1 25 per acre. 





morning is to except from the benefits of this | 
bill the brokers and stock-jobbers who have pur- | 


| chased large quantities of these warrants at de- | 
| preciated prices, from twenty-five to eighty per | 
‘cent. less than their par value, and now seek, | 


through Congress, to make them worth a pre- || 
mium, for such will be the effect of this bill. 1) 


of the persons to whom they were originally | 


public lands, but am utterly opposed to passing | 


capitalists, and speculators, who are invariably | 
the parties who derive the most benefit from all 
those laws passed in the name of the soldier, and 
widow and orphan of the soldier, by the Con- 
gress of the United States. But, sir, the most 
important amendment which I propose is, that || 





bama, these warrants could not be located upon | 
any of the unappropriated lands of the United I 


‘ 
f 4’) | _ August 11, 
States. I do know, sir, that it will allow » 
holders of these warrants in large quantities 
purchased at from fifty cents to a dollar per an. 
to come in competition at the public land < 
with the actual settlers and cultivators p¢ 


. My ame l. 
ments propose, Mr. Speaker, first, to conf, 
the operation of this bill to warrants which har 
not been sold or assigned at the date of its wi 
sage, and to exclude those from its benefits wh, 
ulation. Second, to make them receivah!. foo 
lands only that are subject to sale at priyats 

: yy 
at $1 25 per acre, in the purchase of any of jj; 
public lands of the United States, subject to sal 


af 
Sale 


esg 


The propriety of these amendments, if the )j)) 
is to pass, is obvious—self-evident—and | ¢q|i 
the eee question upon them. 

Mr. THORINGTON. I move to lay the 
on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES. Ido not want to be upon any 
committee upon this subject, but 1 would propose 
that this bill be referred to a select committee of 
five, to prepare a bill and report it to this House, 

The SPEAKER. The motion can be receiyed 
only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I object. 

The question was then taken; and it was de. 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 100, nays 71; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Billinghurs, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Camp 
bell, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, Covode; 
Cox, Cragin, Crawtord, Henry Winter Davis, Dean, Denver, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards. Emrie, Etheridy, 
Flagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, Grow, Harlan, Harrison, 
Haven, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentin 
B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Mec 
Queen, Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Norton, 


bill 


I demand the 


|| Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pennington, Pike, Pringle, 


Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sew 
ard, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Tap 
pan, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Under 
wood, Valk, Wakeman, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Watson, Welch, Wells, 
Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Woodruff, Woodworth, aud 
Zollicoffer—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Henry Bennett, Hendley S. Ben 
nett, Benson, Bradshaw, Branch, Broom, Burnett, Car! 


|| Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 


Colfax, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dick, 
Eustis, Evans, Florence, Galloway, Greenwood, ‘Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, George W. Jones, Kennett, 
Kidwell, Knowlton, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Mar 


| shall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Smith Miller, Millson, Mort, 


Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Perry, Powell, Puryear, Quit 


| man, Ready, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
| Sherman, Shorter, William Smith, William R. Smith, 


Sneed, Stephens, Stranahan, Swope, Tyson, Vail, Wal 


|| bridge, Walker, Warner, Israel Washburn, Watkins, 


Winslow, Wood, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright 
mwwwil. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. FOSTER said: I think this bill ought to 
pass; but as I am directly and personally inter- 
ested in the question, I ask to be excused from 
voting. 

Mr. ORR, being without the bar when his 
name was called, stated that, had he been present, 
he should have voted in the negative. 

Mr. THORINGTON. I move to reconsider 


| the vote by which the bill was laid upon the 


table, and also move that the motion to reco- 
sider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I demand the yeas 
and nays upon the latter motion; and call for 
tellers upon the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered; and the yeas and 
nays were refused. 

he motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 
DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the unar- 


imous consent of the House to make a report 


| from the Committee of Ways and Means upon 


the subject of the tariff, with a view to have |! 
rinted, and made the special order for the third 
Monda in December next. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 1 do not object to the 
report being made, but I object to its considera- 
tion being made a special erder at this time. 








vir. COMINS. | hope the report will be re- 


yed by unanimous consent, 

Mi KING. | object | 

vr. CAMPBELL. Well, then, I will simply 
make re port. 


ir. HOUS LON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
, from Ohio if he accompanies his bill bya 
‘ten report? Is there any counter report? 

‘vir. CAMPBELL. I will say to the gentle- 

oan that it is an understanding that there shall 


. minority report, and [ trust the House will ' 


~~ low a minority report to be made at any time. 


» report simply the majority report. It is 
vritiug, and ready for the press, 
Vr, COBB. There is no objection, I appre - 
ion the part of the minority of the Com- 
.f Ways and Means that this report should 
ade at this time, and ordered to be printed ; 
ere was no objection on the part of the 
iy of the committee thatthe minority should 
ent and print their report as soon as it was 
dy to be submitted to the House. I hope it 
ill be so understood by the House. 
\r. FLORENCE. 1 wish to ask a question 
gentleman from Georgia. Will that report 
ade during this week, or before the adjourn- 
ent of Congress ? 
Mr. COBB. I state frankly to the gentleman 
» Peunsylvania, that I do not think it will, 
d | might go on give my reasons why the mi- 
rity report has not been and will not be prepared 
and be submitted this session. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I will simply say in refer- 
eto this matter, that the Committee of Ways 
| Means have had this very important subject 
der consideration during the session, but from 


. 


mbination of circumstances have been unable | 


to report before. 
Mr. SEWARD. 
js this debate in order? If it is not, I object to it. 
The SPEAKER. Itis not; and the gentleman 
' from New York objects to the report being made. 
4 Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I move that the 
» rules be suspended, to enable me to make the 
rt. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
the gentleman from Ohio, that he should move 


I rise to a question of order. | 


to postpone the consideration of the bill until the | 


next session, instead of making it a special order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, I will modify my 
motion according to that suggestion, and trust to 
the action of the House next session to make it 
a special order. 

The bill was then reported, and read a first and 
second time by its title, as follows: 

‘A bill to reduce the duty on imports, and for 
other purposes. ”’ 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I now move that the fur- 


ther consideration of the bill be postponed until | 
the third Monday in December next, and that it | 


be printed with the report of the majority. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have also sent up reso- 
lutions of inquiry addressed to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, with a view to ascertain some 
important statistics which will have a bearing on 


the merits of the bill and of the report, when they | 


shall have been presented. 
lutions may be adopted. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I desire to have them 
read for information, as this is the first time I 
have heard of them. 

The resolutions were reported, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 
quested to furnish a statement of the farming, planting, and 
sugar crops of the United States for 1840 and 1850, as given 


} - . ~- 
) the Census, with an estimate of the crops of 1555, in tab- 
ar form. 


I ask that the reso- 


mate of the same for 1855, adding thereto such columns in 
figures as may be necessary to exhibit the increase and de- 
> “rease inthe number of acres employed in the principal 
/ Crops tn 1855, and the increased and decreased product per 
acre, with additional columns showing the percentage of 
lierease and decrease in acres—product per acre—and ag- 


eregate product of each crop—togetber with such sugges- 


eoigpitlids 


tious for the enlargement of the markets, at home and | 
| = #broad, as he may deem expedient. Also, to collect inform- 


“on on the wool-growing interest of the United States. 
Also, on the wool manufacturing interests, with an esti- 
“ite and statement of the capital employed therein in 1840, 
| '2, 1846, and 1856, designating the number of milis pro 
“veing broadcloth in the respective periods named, with 


Also,a statement of the number of acres de- || 
voted to the various crops in 1840 and 1850, with an esti- | 


“ich suggestions in regard to the revenue laws as he may | 


deem expedient for permanent establishment of the wool- 
manufacturing interests in the United States. Also, to col- 
leet inOrmation oa the present condition of the cotton- 
malnuacturing interest, and to make such suggestions as he 


finer fabrics in the United States, and to enlarge the market 
for cotton at home and abroad Also, to collect injorma 

tion On the iron manutacture of the United States : alse on 
the manufacture of steel; also, on the manufactur 
and steel. Also, to collect information on 
grown and produced in the United States, with refer 

ence to the enlargement of the free list Also, on the 
leather manufacture and the manufactures of leather in the 
United States. Also, on the sugar growing interest in the 
United States,and the manufactures thereot Also, on the 
manufacture of glass, porcelain, and stone ware in the Uni 

ted States. Also, on the growth and manufacture of hemp 
and flax inthe United States. Also, on the mineral, coal, 
lead, and copper interest of the United States. Also, on the 
growth and manufacture of silk in the United States, with 
reference to the gradual domestication of this interesting 
branch of manuractur Also, on the shipping interest of 
the United States, with a statement of the tonnage em 

ployed in all forvigu, lake, coasting, and river trade, and 
railway and carriage tonnage. 

Further resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to furnish a statement, as far as practicable, of the 
aggregate amountof Federal, State, city, county, railroad, 
eanal, and other corporation bonds, stocks, and other evi 
dences of debt, held in Europe or other foreign countries, 
on the 30th June, 1556, specitying separately, as far 
same can be ascertained, the amount of each of the 
descriptions of bonds, stocks,&c. Also, to furnish a stat 
ment of the amount of gold and silver coined at the 
United States Mint and branches, from 1793 to July 1, 
1856; with a statement of the entire cost of coinage since 
the establishment of the Mint, including buildings, ma 
chinery, &c. Also, an estimate of the amount of gold and 
silver coins now remaining in the United States. Also, 
a statement of the annual export and import of gold and 
silver from 1793 to July 1, 1856, with such suggestions to 
prevent and restrain the export thereof as he may deem 
relevant tothe establishment of a sound, stable, and healthy 
hard money currency, and to retire the smaller denomin 
ations of bank bills as fast as gold and silver coin can be ob 
tained and established. Also, to suggest the best method 
of stimulating and increasing the export of agricultural and 
other productions of the United States, with a view of pre 
venting the export of the precious metals, stocks, and 
bonds, by requiring and making it the interest of foreign 
nations to take our surplus agricultural productions, instead 
of making it their interest, as we now do, to take our gold 
to buy wheat, cotton, tobacco, &c., from other nations. 

Further resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
be requested to report the frauds and undervaluations in 
customs, under the acts passed 30th August, 1842, and 30th 
July, 1846, designating the number of cases, and the amount 
of frauds and undervaluations which have occurred under 
the respective acts. Also, to report the advantages and 
disadvantages of specific and ad valorem duties in reference 
to the interests of the country, and the frauds and under- 
valuations incident to the too classes or systems of duties. 
Also, to report, as near as practicable, the amount and pro 
portion of imports made by American-born citizens on their 
own account; and the amount imported by citizens of foreign 
birth, aliens, and citizens of other countries. Also, to 


ol iow 
articles not 


is the 
above 


inquire into and report the advantages and disadvantages of 


the home-valuation system in the collection of customs, as 
adupted and practiced by the British Government, with 
reference to its incorporation in the revenue laws of the 
United States. 

Mr. COBB. I would state to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that I cannot consent to the introduc- 
tion of these resolutions—as they cover a large 
mass of important questions—until an opportu- 
nity shall have been presented to me of seeing 
them. They have been now offered and will be 
orinted in the Globe, and we shall see them. 
Vhen l see them, and get such amendments to 
them as I think ought to be made, I may not 


| object; but at present ] must object. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. These resolutions call for 
information which will affect the various interests 
of the different sections of this country. I think 


it important that the House should possess itself 


of this information, by the next session of Con- 
gress. As the gentleman from Georgia objects, 
I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ want to inquire 
whether this is a report from the Committee of 
Ways and Means? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 


It is a report from .the 
majority of the committee accompanying the bill 
cal report presented. 

Mr. JONES. 1 understand that neither of the 
members of the committee on this side of the 
House has ever seen these resolutions. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentlemen of the 


/minority know very well that there was a com- 


mon understanding between us—the majority 


having agreed to report a bill poner upon 


certain principles in regard to the revenue, and 


| the minority disagreeing with them in regard to 


|| the rules which should be adopted. 


It was well 
understood that the majority should make its 


| report at any time it was prepared to do so, and 


i} 


that the minority should have time to make their 
oO Now, we have submitted our report, and 
offer resolutions asking information in regard to 


the subject; and I am astonished that the gentle- | 


man from Georgia should object to these resolu- 


may deem necessary to promote the manufacture of the || tions. 
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Mr. COBR. I trust I shall be allowed to say 
om word 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I willsay tothe " 
that I shall make no objection to any rese 


minority may choose to subm 
information. : 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman from Ohio has 
correctly stated what occurred in the Committe: 
of Ways and Means, in reference to this report— 
that the majority should make their report, as he 
has said, and that the minority should have the 
opportunity of making theirs hereafter But 
what | wish to say to the House is this: I have 
never seen these resolutio) s before, nor had lLany 
idea that any such information was to be called 
for by the majority of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. P 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman 


Georgia has been absent for some days. 


from 
lL brought 
the report and resolutions to the room of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and left them there 
for the examination of all the members of the 
committee. 

Mr. COBB. I am not complaining of the 
rentleman fromOhio. Iam stating to the House 
my reasons for objecting to these resolutions. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. ‘The resolutions area part 
of the report of the committee. 

Mr. COBB. I do not regard them as a part 
of the report of the committee. I had no idea 
that any resolutions were to be introduced. Butl 
want the gentleman and the House to understand 
my position. WhenT have had an opportunity 
of seeing the resolutions, and of so amending 
them that they shall call for information bearing 
upon every branch of the subject to which they 


refer, | will not object. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say a single 
word. lregard the resolutions as calling for one- 
sided information upon the subject. [Cries of 


| ** Order!’ 


| unanimous consent. 


| Smith, 


The SPEAKER. Debate is in order only by 

Mr BENSON called for tellers on the motion 
to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sapr and 
WInsLow were appointed. 

The question was put; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 108, noes 48. 

Mr. MecMULLIN 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 125, nays 56; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Bowie, Brad- 
shaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, 
John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard 
Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coliax, Comins, Covode,Cox, 
Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 


demanded the yeas and 


| Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, 


Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Evans, Flagler, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Granger, Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor 
ton, Howard, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Alexan- 
der K. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Mill- 
ward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, 
Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, William 
Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, 
Swope, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Tyson, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wat 


| son, Welch, Wells, Whitney, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, 


| Foster, Thomas J. D 


Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—125. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. 
Bennett, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, Carlile, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craw- 
ford, Denver, Dowdell, Ethott, English, Eustis, Florence, 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Thomas 
L.. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, 
Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Maxwell, McMullin, Me 
Queen, Smith Miller, Milleon, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, 
Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Talbott, Taytor, 
Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, and Daniel B. Wright 
— 56. 

So (two thirds having voted therefor) the rules 
were suspended, 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Sipvey Wessrer, his Pri- 


| vate Secretary, announcing that he had approved 
| and signed bills originating in this House, of the 


following titles: 
An act to provide for carrying into effect the 


| first article of the treaty between the United States 


and her Majesty the Queen of the United King- 
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dom of Great Britain and Ireland, of the 15th 
day of June, 1836; 

\n act for the relief of Bridget Maher, 

An act to continue the pension of Mrs. Nancy 
Wie athe rford. J 

(n act granting public lands, in alternate sec- 
tions, to the State of Mississip 1, to aid in the 
construction of railroads in said State, and for 
other purposes; . 

An act to confirm to certain persons therein 
named, their tithes to certain lots in Prairie Du 
Chien, Wisconsin; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin La Fonte, 
William Altenburg, and others; 

An act for the relief of Robert Mitchell; and 

\n act to alter and amend ‘ An act to appro- 
priate money to remove obstructions in the Sa- 
vannah river, below the city of Savannah, in the 
State of Georgia,’ approved March 3, 1855. 

Also, returning to this House the bill for the 
improvement of the Des Moines rapids, in the 
Mississippi river, with his objections thereto, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I understand 
that a veto message has just been sent to this 
House. I give notice that I shall call up that 
message as soon as the House has disposed of 
the business before us. 


TARIFF—AGAIN. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I demand the 
revious question upon the adoption of the reso- 
utions, . 

Mr. QUITMAN. lLask the gentleman from 
Ohio to withdraw the demand for the previous 


question, to enable me to submit an amendment to 
the resolutions. 


_— 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I will allow the gentle- || 


man to offer his amendment, and then insist on 
the demand for the previous question. 

‘The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Be it furtherresolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury be directed to report to this House, at its next session 
in December, under specific heads, the amount of appropri- 
ations and expenditures of every kind incurred by the Gov- 
ernment annually since the 30th of June, 1225,in the con 
struction, repair, rent, and preservation, of custom houses ; 
the cost, expense, andwnaintenance, ofrevenue cutters and 
other vessels engaged permanently or temporarily in the 
revenue service ; and the amount of all other expenditures 
incurred in, or resulting tram, the collection of the customs 
or duties On imperts since the above date. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I willaccept that; and now 
I call for the previous question. a 

The previous question was seconded; dnd the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The resolutions as modified were adopted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolutions were adopted, and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I offer the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That fity thousand extra copies of the report | 


of the Committee of Ways and Means on the proposed re- 
duction of the tariff of duties, be printed for the use of the 
members of this house. 


The resolution, under the rules, was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


PRESIDENT’S VETO MESSAGE. 


United States: 


To the House of Representatives: 
I return herewith to the House of Representatives, in 
which vt originated, a bill entitled ** An act for continuing 


the haprovement of the Des Moines rapids, in the Missis- 
sippi mver,”’ and submit it for reeonsideration, because it | 


is, in my judgment, hable to the objections to the prosecu- 
on of internal improvements by the General Government, 
set forth at length in a communication addressed by me 
to the two Houses of Congress, on the 30th day of Decem- 
ber, 1504, and in other subsequent messages upon the same 
subjeci, to which, on this occasion, I respectfully refer. 
FRANKLIN PLERCE, 

Wasulncton, -fugust 11, 1856. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be: 
** Will the House, on reconsideration, agree to 
the ig ge of the bill?’’ 

N 
question. » 


‘The previous question was seconded; ant the | 


main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Constitution 
directs that the question shall be taken by yeas 
and nays. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONA 


r. KENNETT. 1 call for the previous | 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| Mullin, MeQueen, Millson, Orr, Phelps, Powe 


L GLOBE. August 1], 


nN, Purves, 


the aflirmative—yeas 130, nays 54; as follows: || Quitman, Ruffin, Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, We 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, Henry 
Benneti, Benson, Bitinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, James HH. Campbell, John P. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Bayard 
Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coifax, Comins, Covode, 
Cox, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter 
Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Denver, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, | 
Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilberi, Granger, Greenwood, 
Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- | 
ard, Hughston, Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knight, | 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, | 
Millward, Moore, Morgan, Murray, Norton, Mordecai Oli- 
ver, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
Pettit, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, 
Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, 


| Sherman, Simmons, Sneed, Stanton, Stranahan, Swope, 


Tappan, Taylor, Thoringjon, Thurston, Todd, ‘Trafton, 
Tyson, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, 


Israel Washburn, Watson, Wells, Whitney, Williams, || 


Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—130. 
NAYS—Messrs. Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, 


| Bocock, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, Carlile, Caskie, | 


Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Crawford, Dow- 
dell, Elliott, English, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Ful- 
ler, Goode, Grow, Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, 
Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Maxwell, MeMullin, 


|} MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mott, Andrew Oliver, 


Orr, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Savage, Shorter, | 
Samuet A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Spin- 
ner, Stewart, Talbott, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, | 


| Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—54. 


So the House, (two thirds voting in the affirm- 
ative,) on reconsideration, agreed to the passage 
| of the bill. 


|. HARBOR OF MICHIGAN CITY. 1 


Mr. COLFAX. I move that the Committee | 
of the Whole be discharged from the considera- 


| tion of House bill No. 91, making an appropria- 
| tion of $60,000 for a harbor of refuge and com- 
| merce at Michigan City, Indiana, and for the 


construction of a breakwater thereat. 
Mr. LETCHER. I object. 
Mr. COLFAX. Imove, then, that the rules be | 


| suspended, in order that the Committee of the | 


Whole may be discharged from the further con- | 
sideration of this bill, so that it may be put on its 
passage now. I know debate is not in order, and 
there is a great reluctance to suspend the rules 
during the closing period of the session for any | 
special bill out of a general class; but I wish to | 
say that this is the only harbor appropriation 
asked for by the State of Indiana; that it is 
strongly recommended as of vital importance as | 


‘| a harbor of refuge by petitions from various im- | 


portant points on the lake; and that it is indorsed 
by the joint resolutions of the Indiana Legisla- 


| ture, which I hold in my hand. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Is it in order to move that 
the rules be suspended, and the House resolve it- 
self into the Committee of the Whole on the 


| - . . 
state of the Union? 


The SPEAKER. Not while the motion of the } 
gentleman from Indiana, to suspend the rules, is 
pending. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the motion will be | 
voted down, and the House will go into com-| 


| mittee on the appropriation bills. 


Mr. COLFAX. I demand the yeas and nays | 


"|! on the motion to suspend the rules. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- || 


lowing veto message from the President of the | 


rr 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the negative—yeas 110, nays 56; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 


| nett, Benson, Rillinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Bowie, Bradshaw, | 
| Brenton, Broom, Buflinton, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, | 
| Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, | 


Covode, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 


| Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, 


English, Evans, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Grow, Harlan, 

J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Holloway, ‘Thomas | 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Ket- | 
sey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, | 
Kunkel, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, Smith Miller, | 
Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Nor- 

ton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, | 


|! Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Ricaud, Ritchie, | 


Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, | 
Simmons, Sneed, Stanton, Swope, Tappan, Thorington, | 


| Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, 


Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Winslow, | 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—110. | 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Hendley S. Bennett; | 
Bocock, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbeil, | 
Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson KR. | 
} 


|| W. Cobb, Crawford, Dowdell, Eviott, Florence, Foster, 


homas J. D. Faller, Goode, Greenwood, Thomas L. Har- 
ris, Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, 4 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc | 


| he proposes to take a vote on the amendment of 


lian Smith, William R. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Tay 
Taylor, Trippe, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, Wi." 
Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—56. 

So the rules were not suspended, two thirds 
not voting in the affirmative. 3 


CLOSE OF DEBATE ON POST OFFICE APPRo. 
PRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move the ysy,) 
resolution, that debate in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, on the po, 
Office appropriation bill, be closed within 
minutes after its consideration shall be again 
sumed. Ki; 

The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. HOUSTON. [ask the gentleman who, 


Nien.’ 
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the Senate to the Army bill? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. In reply to the gentlemay 
from Alabama, I will say that the vote on ti, 
amendment to the Army appropriation bil! wij) 
depend on the time consumed in the Committes 
of the Whole on the Post Office appropriation )jj), 
If we get the latter bill into the House befor. 
four o’clock, 1 then propose to take the vote op 
the Senate’s amendment to the Army appropria. 
tion bill. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. HARRISON. I ask the consent of the 
House to make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
gentleman will proceed. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HARRISON. It is the first time durins 
my service on this floor, that I have asked indul- 
gence for a personal explanation. I therefore 
hope that I may be excused for occupying a few 
moments in referring to a subject implicating, as 
I conceive, my personal honor, and the integrity 
of my political course. 

I hold in my hand a copy of the Cincinnaij 
Gazette, containing what purports to be a report 
of a speech made at Dayton, Ohio, by the honor. 
able gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bre- 
LINGAME,] not now in his seat. I have refrained 
from calling the attention of the House to this 
matter, with the hope that the honorable gentle- 
man would return to his seat here, and thus 
afford me an opportunity of receiving from lis 
own lips an avowal or disavowal of the language 
attributed to him in this report. The gentleman 
has been detained—necessarily I have no doubt— 
from his seat in this House. The session is 
drawing rapidly to a close, and the poisoned shai 
hurled at me is still rankling in the public mind; 
and I am constrained, from a sense of duty 
myself and my constituents, to trespass upon tl 
patience of the House in the absence of the gen- 
tleman. I do this with great reluctance, for | 
would much prefer the presence of the gentleman, 
It is not my habit to strike at the back of my 
enemy. I always prefer to look an antagonist in 
the face, whether dealing in words or in blows. 
The language to which I take exception is as 
follows: 

«The Union-savers also called on you to send a practical 
man (that means the stupidest man you can find) to Con- 
gress—a national man—a dough-face, so that the South can 
take him by his dough nose and turn hin around just whiel 
way they will. [Here hundreds of voices eried out, ‘ That's 
Scorr Harrison.’] Mr. Burtineame said: * The quick 
instinct of the people relieves a man from being personal.’ 
(Three groans for Scorr Harrison were called for, and 
given by the whole assembly.} The speaker thought there 
would be few dough-face Representatives if there was 1t 
a dough-face constituency behind them.’’ 

I can scarcely believe that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts could have so far forgotten the 
courtesy which is due from one gentleman 
another as thus to have gone out of his way ” 
indorse a base charge against a member of this 
House by irresponsible persons in a crowd; ant 
I trust it may yet be found that the reporter 0! 
his remarks has done him injustice. But if Lam 
mistaken in this, and if the language attributed 
to the gentleman was intended, either directly ° 
indirectly, to charge me, or any portion of my 
constituents, with a truckling subserviency ‘ 
any section in this country, or “7 party in this 
House, I pronounce the charge, before this House 
and the country, as an infamous and unmitigated 
calumny. 

I regret the necessity of having thus far tres- 
passed upon the time of the House, important 
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and valuable as T know it to be; and I yield the 
door, expressing my gratitude and thanks to the | 
House for the indulgence they have extended to 
7 pOST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the || 
rules be suspend d, and that the House resolve || 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the | 
wate of the Union. I doit witha view to take up || 
the Post Office appropriation bill. 
“The motion was agreed to;*and the House ac- 
cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Gip- 
pives in the chair,) and took up for consideration | 
a bill (H. R. No. 315) making appropriations for 
che service of the Post Office Department during 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to dispense with 
the first reading of the bill. 

Mr. FLAGLER. _ I object. 

The bill was read in extenso; and was then 
read by paragraphs for amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the commit- 
tee rise and report the bill to the House, with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker hav- | 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Gippines reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union had had under consideration the state 
of the Union generally, and particularly a bill 
(H. R. 315) making appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the Post Otfice Department during the || 
fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1857, and had 
directed him to report the same back to the | 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the engrossment. 

Mr. NORTON. Lask the gentleman to allow 
me to offer an amendment. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I ask the gentle- 
man to allow me to offer an amendment, simply 
a provision authorizing the Postmaster General 
to settle with certain contractors. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The bill has just passed 
out of committee, which was the proper place 
for submitting amendments; and if gentlemen did 
not offer them there, I, as chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, certainly must de- | 
cline to withdraw the call for the previous ques- | 
ion. 

Mr. FULLER. Will the gentleman allow me 
to make a motion to go back into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

Mr. CAMPBELL declined. 

Mr. PHELPS called for tellers on seconding | 
the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. PHe.ps and | 
Cuarree were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes ninety-eight, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded, 

The main question was then ordered; and un- 
der its operation the bill was engrossed and read 
a third time. 

_Mr. CAMPBELL moved the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered; and under its operation | 
the bill was passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. | 





j 


LIGHT-HOUSE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. COMINS. I move that the rules be sus- | 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union, that the light-house bill may be taken up | 
and considered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, I hope the gentleman will | 
withdraw that motion, and Tet me move to take | 
from the Speaker’s table the bill making appro- | 
priauons for the Army, with an amendment of | 
the Senate, so that this amendment may be acted 
on, and the bill disposed of, | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the | 
gentleman from Massachusetts will insist on his | 


TH 


} enacted 





motuon, | 


Mr. CAMPBELL, I only ask to have taken | 


from the Speaker’s table the Army appropriation 
bill, with a single ‘amendment from the Senate, | 
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so as to have a vote taken upon that amendment. 


It will only take some thirty minutes. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Letthis light-house bill 
be disposed of first. 

Mr. COMINS. 
thirty minutes. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would suggest to the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce that, 
before that bill gets into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, he had probably 
better have debate terminated. 

Mr. WASHBURNE., I make that motion to 
close debate in five minutes. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. If the gentleman 


from Massachusetts will now withdraw his mo- 

tion to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 

state of the Union, I would like, as the House is 

full, to have a vote taken on the Senate amend- 

ment to the Army bill. 

'Mr.COMINS. Very well. I yield the floor. 
There being no objection, the bill CH. R. No. 


It will not take more than 


153) making appropriations for the support of 


the Army for the year ending 30th June, 1857, 


Senate’s amendment was reported, which was to 
strike out the following words: 

Provided, nevertheless, That no part of the military force 
of the United States herein provided for shail be employed 
in aid of the entorcement of the enactments of the alleged 


| Legislative Assembly of the ‘lerritory of Kansas, recently 
| assembled at Shawnee Mission, until Congress shall have 


either that it was or was not a valid Legislative 
Assembly, chosen, in conformity with the organic law, by 


| was taken from the Speaker’s table, and the | 


the people of the said Territory: dnd provided, That, until | 


Congress shall have passed upon the validity of the said 
Legislative Assembly of Kansas, it shall be the duty of the 
President to use the military force in said ‘Territory to pre 
serve the peace, suppress insurrection, repel invasion, and 
protect persons and property therein, and upon the national 
highways, in the State of Missouri or elsewhere, from un 
lawful seizures and searches. 

And be it further provided, That the President is required 
to disarm the present organized militia of the ‘Territory of 
Kansas, to recall all the United States arms therein dis- 


tributed, and to prevent armed men from going into the said | 


Territory to disturb the public peace or to aid in the enforce 
ment or resistance of real or pretended law. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Before demanding the pre- 
vious question, upon concurring in the Senate’s 
amendment, | simply ask the Clerk to read the 
second article of the amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the United States. Then, without con- 


suming the time of the House with an argument, 


I will call the previous question. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 
the gentleman calls the previous question. 
Mr. PHELPS. I suppose it must be out of 
order to have any clause of the Constitution of 
the United States read in this House, [Laugh- 


ter. | 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well, then, I have 
the floor, and will have it read as my speech. 
The article was read, as follows: 


“ A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security 


of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear 


arms shall not be infringed.” 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Having sworn to support | 


the Constitution of the United States, including 
the article which has just been read, | voted against 
this proviso, and shall now vote to strike it out. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. 


vious question, until I can offer an amendment, 
which will obviate all scruple as to the constity- 
tionality of the provision. 
Mr. CAMPB SLL. I will hear it read. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
Provided, nevertheless, and it is hereby declared, That no 


part of the military force of the United States, for the sup- | 


port of which appropriations are made by this act, shall be 


employed in aid of the enforcement of any enactment of | 


the body claiming to be the Territorial Legislature of Kan- 
sas, until such enactment shall have been affirmed and 
approved by Congress ; but this proviso shall not be so con- 
strued as to prevent the President from employing an ade- 
quate military force, butit shall be his duty to employ such 
force to prevent the invasion of said Territory by armed 
bands of non-residents, or any other body of non-residents 
acting, or claiming to act, as a posse comitatus of any officer 
in said Territory, in the enforcement of any such enact- 
ments, and to protect the persons and property therein, and 
upon the national highways leading to said Territory, from 
all unlawful searches and seizures ; and it shall be his fur- 
ther duty to take efficient measures to compel the return 
of, and to withhold all aris of, the United States, distrib- 


uted in, or to, said Territory, in pursuance of any law of | 


the United States authorizing the distribution of arms to the 
States and Territories. 


I object to the reading if | 


‘| Means. 





I ask the gentleman | 
from Ohio to withdraw the demand for the pre- | 
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of order. I[ submit that no amendment can now 
be offered. No amendment is in order except to 
the Senate’s amendment; and the amendment of 
the Senate being simply to strike out, there can- 
not possibly be any amendment in order. We 


| must either recede from our amendment or insist 


upon it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The amendment just read, 
which the gentleman from New Jersey “proposes 
to offer, does not violate either the letter ors pirit 
| of the Constitution; and, sir, taking into consid- 
| eration the surrounding circumstances, I think it 
my duty to allow the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey to offer his amendment, upon the condition 
| thal he will then renew the demand for the pre- 
/ vious question. I regard this to be my duty as 
| the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
The gentleman can then rais¢ his ques- 
| tion of order. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman 
from Ohio states that he yields the floor to the 
gentleman from New Jersey, upon the condition 
that he renews the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. Now, I want to know whether the gentle- 


|| man has the right to withdraw the demand for 
i 


the previous question with any such condition ? 
TheSPEAKER. The Chair hasalready stated, 
| that if a gentleman withdraws the demand for the 
| previous question, he must withdraw it abso- 
| lutely. The Chair can recognize no condition. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The amendment of the 
gentleman from New Jersey having been read, I 
regard it as due to gentlemen on this side of the 
House that they should have an opportunity of 
| placing themselves right on the record. I took 
occasion the other day to show how far wrong 
gentlemen had gone, in the haste with which 
| they passed the amendment of nty colleague, 
[Mr. Suerman.] But, sir, to avoid all difficulty, 
I move the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
| man from New Jersey. The gentleman from 

Georgia will then have an opportunity to present 
| his question of order. I inane the previous 
question, 

Mr. COBB. I now submit my question of 
order. If understood by the Chair when I be- 
fore presented it, there isno necessity for repeat- 
ing it. I submit that the only motion that is 
pending before the House is either to agree or 
disagree with the amendment of the Senate, which 
| is to strike out. Now, sir, how can you agree 
to strike out with an amendment, er refuse to 
strike out with anamendment? You musteither 
agree or disagree with the amendment of the Sen- 
ate, and you cannot do either with an amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. I ask that the Clerk will 
read the clauses which | send up, from the 
Manual. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


“Either House may recede from its amendment, and 
agree to the bill; or recede from their disagreement, and 
agree to the same absolutely, or with an amendment, for 
here the disagreements destroy one another, and the subject 
stands as before disagreement; but the House cannot recede 
from, or insist on, its own amendment with an amendment, 
for the same reason that it cannot send to the other House 
an amendment to its own act after it has passed the act. 
They may modify an amendment from the other House by 
ingrafting an amendment On it, because they have never 
assented to it; but they cannot amend their own amend- 
ment, because they have, on the question, passed it in that 
form; nor where one House has adhered to their amend 
ment, and the other agrees with an amendment, can the 
first House depart from the form which they have affixed by 
adherence.”’ 





|| (Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 


Bills, reported as truly enrolled a bill granting a 
pension to Ansel Wilkinson; when the Speaker 
signed the same. 

"The SPEAKER. It is perfettly clear that the 
|} House cannot amend its own amendment; but 
the question is, can the House amend the Senate’s 
amendment ? 

Mr. €OBB. The amendment is to strike out. 
Can you agree to strike out with an amendment, 
or can you disagree to strike out with an amend- 
ment? This proposition of the House stands 





recisely where an amendment would stand. | 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia 
will see that the question propounded to the 
House by the Chair is: ** Will the House concur 
in the amendment of the Senate?’’ The gentleman 
from Ohio proposes to concur with an amend- 
ment; and that is certainly in order. 

Mr. COBB. Let us see what will be the de- 
cision of the House. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I rise to a question || this message. The House concurs in theamend- 


The House will send backr 
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ment of the Senate to strike out by adding an 
additional clause. Does that clause follow those 
stricken out, or does it stand as a separate and 
distinet proposition ? {t is one of those questions 
to my mind which do not admit of a doubt. 
The difficulty arises from the fact, that the ame nd- 
ment of the Senate is simply to strike out, 

The SPEAKER. The proposition is not pre- 
sented to the House as a proposition to amend 
its own amendment, but as a proposition to 
amend the amendment which comes from the 
Senate; and the Chair thinks that it is in order. 

Mr.SEWARD. The amendment is to some- 
thing. Now, what is it an amendment to? I 
want to read the amendment of the Senate, then 
the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio, and 
what itis that the amendment is an amendment to. 

The portion of the Army appropriation bill 
proposed to be stricken out by the Senate was 
read by the Clerk. 

Mr. SEWARD. Thatamendment was stricken 
out by the Senate. It therefore constitutes no 
portion of the bill. Not being a part of the bill, 
can it be amended ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Instead of striking out, I 
move to insert the amendment after the word 
“6 provided.’’ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must decide that 
motion not to be in order. Itis impossible for 
the House to amend its own amendment. 

Mr. COBB. I understand that this proposi- 
tion is entertained as an amendment to the Sen- 
ate’s amendment—an amendment to the motion 
to strike out. ‘Therefore, if this amendment is 
adopted by the House, the question will then re- 
cur on concurring with the Senate in striking out 
these paragraphs in the bill with this proviso, 
attached not to the paragraphs, but to the amend- 
ment of the Senate strike out. ‘The para- 
graphs, as the Chair properly decided, are not 
amendable. Nothing is amendable but the Sen- 
ate’s amendment, and there is no Senate amend- 
ment but to strike out; and if the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio is agreed to, the ques- 
tion will recur on agreeing to the Senate’s amend- 
ment to strike out with the following proviso. 
From that decision of the Chair | take an appeal. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The Senate 
have stricken out a part of the bill. The gentle- 
man from Olio proposes to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senate by striking out all but a 
single word, and inserting something else. Is it 
not competent for the House to perfect the amend- 
ment before they are called on to vote on it? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not competent for the 
Llouse to amend its own amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN. ‘The Senate have made 
an amendment to strike out a portion of the bill. 
‘The House proposes to concur in the amendment, 
with an amendment to strike out a part of what 
the Senate proposes to strike out, and to insert 
something else in lieu of it. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment cannot be 
made in that form. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The House sent the bill 
to the Senate as an entire measure. ‘The House 
has not yet amended the bill. The Army appro- 


priation bill comes from the Senate with an | 


amendment; and the question is, has the House 
the power to amend the amendment of the Senate ? 
I-hold that we have the power to amend the 
amendment; and my proposition is, to amend 
that amendment by agreeing to strike out alli 
afier the word ** provided,’ and in lieu thereof 
to insert the words which have been sent to the 
Chair. 

The SPEAKER. 
question. The Army appropriation bill comes 
from the Senate with an amendment. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio moves to amend the amend- 


ment, and the Chair thinks the amendment is in 


order. 


Manual, which has been already read: 

** But the House cannot recede from, or insist on its own 
amendinent with an amendment, for the same reason that 
it cannot send to the other House an amendment to itsown 
act after it has passed the act.”’ 


Mr. CRAWFORD. While gentlemen on the | 


other side of the House were discussing the point | 


of order, I would not interfere, and I am sure the 
gentleman from Alabama will not take it unkindly 
that I raise the question on him. Is this discus- 
Sion in order? 


| Senate with an amendment. 
House to agree to that with an amendment. The 


The Chair will state the | 


The SPEAKER. The question of order is not 


| 
| 
| 


debatable, the previous question having been or- 
dered. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. 
rule shall be enforced. 
Mr.CLINGMAN. Inorder to know whether 
I can sustain the Chair or not, I wish to know | 
whether | understand what the Chair has decided. 


Then I insist that the 


If this motion prevails, is it the understanding of || 


the Chair that this proposition will be appended | 
to, and become a partof, the bill in lieu of the part | 
stricken out? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


object to this discussion. 


sustained him. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. 
to order. 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. GOODE. 


I call both the gentlemen 


Debate is not in order. 
I wish to have read the clause 


to which this amendment is proposed as an || 


amendment. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. 
Virginia to order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia asks to have the amendment and the bill 
read. ‘They can be read only by general con- 
sent. 


Mr. GOODE. 1 wish to have them read to 


| enable me to determine how to vote. 
They will be read before 


The SPEAKER. j 
the gentleman is called upon to vote. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Would 


me to vote understandingly ? 


upon what the inquiry is. 
Mr. JONES. 


amendment as amended by the House, what will 
be the effect of it? 
agreed to, and the bill passed? 


ment? 
The SPEAKER. The bill comes from the 


It is the right of the 


gentleman from Ohio, in pursuance of that right, 


| moves to amend the amendment of the Senate. 


Mr. JONES. Can we disagree to it with an 


| amendment? 


If debate is out of order I | 
The gentleman from | 
Georgia made the point upon me, and the Chair | 


it be in| 
order to make an inquiry of the Chair, to enable | 


It is this: if this amendment is | 
| adopted, and then the House agree to the Senate 


Is not the Senate amendment | 
Can they dis- | 
agree to the Senate amendment with an amend- | 





I call the gentleman from || 
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Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, D 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—81. 

So the appeal was laid upon the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine, stated, that 
been within the bar when his name w 
he would have voted in the negative. 

_Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move the pre. 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded; 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question being upon Mr. Camppey,' 
amendment, Mr. Orr demanded the yeas al 


aniel B, Wright, 


had he 


as called, 


and the 


nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I wish to make an in. 


|| quiry of the Chair. If the amendment of jh, 
| gentleman from Ohio should be adopted, wha 


will be the action of the House upon the Senatp 


'| amendment? 


The SPEAKER. Upon concurring in the 
Senate amendment as amended. 
The question was taken; and it was decided jn 


| the affirmative—yeas 101, nays 84; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 


| Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Braq! 


shaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis p. 


| Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Coming 


The SPEAKER. Thatis not the proposition. | 


The House cannot disagree to it with an amend- || 


ment. 

The question being upon the appeal, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to lay 
the appeal upon the table. 

Mr. ORR demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 1 call for the 


The SPEAKER. Itcan only be done by unan- 


imous consent. 


Objection was made from all parts of the Hall. | 


The question was then taken; and it was de- 


cided in the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 81; as 


follows: 


finton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, 


Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matte- 


| son, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Millward, Mor- 

gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew | 

Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, | do not only strike out what they strike out, but 
; , 


| also strike out what you have just put in? 


Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tap- 
pan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wake- 
man, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, 


Mr. HOUSTON. Here is the language of the || "WAY Men a hon Barkedate 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. 


Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Braach, Broom, Burnett, Cad- 


walader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, 
Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Elliott, English, 


Eustis, Evans, Florence, Foster, Greenwood, J. Morrison || 


Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, 


George W. Jones, Kelly, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, | 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith | 
Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Pur- || 
year, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, San- | 


didge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 


; Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, | 
i Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Wells, 


| reading of the last paragraph of the 123d page of || 
| the Manual. 


|| ate amendment as amended by 
| WEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry || 
| Bennett, Benson, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, But- | 


| Bayard Clarke, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, |} 
Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, | 
| Dodd, Durtee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, | 
| Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 

Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, | 


| loway, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey 


| Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Millward, 


Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, 


| Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie. 


Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Ho}. 


King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 


| Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberis. 


The SPEAKER. That will depend very much || eee age eee ne iron Tedd. Penton at 


Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Was). 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 


|| Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—101. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. Ben. 
nett, Bowie, Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, Joly 
P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howe}! 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford. Henry 


| Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, 


Evans, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Haven, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, George 


| W. Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Leteher, Lindley, 


Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samue! S. Marshall, 
Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 


| Orr, Peck, Phelps, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Richard-on, 


Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, Wilham Smith, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Teippe, Under 


|| wood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Wells, Wieeter, 
| Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, Jobn V. 


Wright, and Zollicotfer—s4. 
So the amendment tothe amendment wasagreed 


| to. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. ORR stated that Mr. Kerrr had paired of 
for the balance of the session with Mr. Mac: 
upon the question of slavery, and all sectional 


|| questions. 


Mr. DICKSON stated that Mr. Simmons had 
paired off with Mr. Stepuens. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the House had agreed to the 
amendment to the amendment, and also moved 


| to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
| latter motion was agreed to. 


The question recurred on concurring in the Sen- 
the House. 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. If the House con- 
cur in the Senate amendment, the bill will go back 
to the Senate with the amendment to the amend- 
ment attached ? 

The SPEAKER. If the House concur in the 
Senate amendment as amended, it will siand as 
follows—— 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask whether, 
if the House agree to the Senate amendment, you 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
Senate amendment as it will stand if the House 
concur in the amendment as amended. 

The amendment was reported. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 


| as amended was concurred in. 


Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment as amended was 
concurred in, and also moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL—AGAIN. 


Mr. COMINS. I now renew my motion that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House 
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——— 


; "he state of the Union, in order to take up the 
jight-house bill. 

[he motion was agreed to. 
T e rule Ss ‘ ( ; 
House resolved itself into the Committee of 


were accordingly suspended; and | 


' Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr 
-he chair,) and the bill(H. R. No. 451) making | 

_npropriations for light-houses, life-boats, buoys, 

&e., and providing for the erection and estab- 


iehment of the same, and for other purposes, 
was taken up for consideration. 
“On motion of Mr. COMINS, the first reading 
of the bill was dispensed with, and the Clerk 
»roceeded to read it by paragraphs for amend- 
™ ‘A message in writing was here received from 
the President of the United States, by Sipney 
Wesster, his Private Secretary, the committee 
having informally risen for that purpose. } 

Mr. COMINS. Under instructions of the 
Committee on Commerce [| offer the following 
amendment: 

After line one hundred and forty-six, on page 7, insert : 


For compensation of two superintendents for the life | 
ions on the coasts of Long Island and New Jersey, | 


a} UU. 
“Compensation of fifty-four stations, at $200 each per 
annum, $10,800. 


ro complete the fitting of stations, old and new, on the | 


st of New Jersey, $11,500. 
1, complete the fitting out of stations, old and new, on 
the coast of New York, $8,500. 

Conungencies, $5,000. 


This is in accordance with the recommendation 

‘the Secretary of the Treasury, and should 

ve been inserted in the bill. I presume there 
will be no objection to it. 

lhe amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WALKER. 


ment, to come in under the head of ‘*Alabama:’ 


’ 


For repairing the light-house and Keeper’s dwelling, and 
ug in the grounds attached to the same, at Choctaw 
pout, near Mobile, Alabama, $2,000. 


In the storm of 1853, this light-house was 
much damaged: the keeper’s dwelling was swept 
away. 


Mr. COMINS. Appropriations for the light- 


houses injured by ice and storms during the last | 


winter, are made in the annual approfriation 
bills. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Chairman, in 1853, as 
you well know, a storm prevailed along the 
whole southern coast. 
loss, I presume, of one million dollars. 





I offer the following amend- | 


There was at Mobile a | 
The | 


light-house was much damaged. The light-house | 


dwelling was swept away, and the light-keeper, 
his wife,and three children were drowned. Since 
then the building has not been repaired. The 
amount askedfor is small, and I hope the amend- 
ment will be agreed to. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. COMINS. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in under the head of ** Louisiana:”’ 

ror a light-house at, or near, the mouth of Amite river, 
on Lake Maurepas, Louisiana, 36,000. 

The Legislature of Louisiana has petitioned for 
a light-house at, or near, the mouth of the Amite 
river,on Lake Maurepas, Louisiana. The Com- 
mittee on Commerce has not been furnished with 
a very satisfactory survey or chart of Lake Mau- 
repas. By the fifth section of this bill the Secre- 


. . | 
tary of the Treasury will order a preliminary sur- 


vey. If the facts are in accordance with the state- 
ments of the petitioners, the light will be erected. 
If an adverse report is made, the appropriation 
will fall into the surplus fund. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr.SHERMAN. I move the following amend- || 


ment, to come in under the head of ** Ohio:’’ 


For rebuilding the pier connecting the beacon light at 
Huron with the shore, $10,000. 

Mr. COMINS. I raise the point, that the 
amendment is not in order, because it is not ger- 
mane to the bill. It properly relates to river and 
harbor improvements. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Has it been 
recommended by the Light-House Board? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is recommended as ne- 
cessary by the Secretary of War. Access can- 
= 2 had to the beacon light unless this pier is 
rebuilt. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 





the amendment is not germane to the bill, and 
that it is therefore out of order. 

‘The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move, in the following 
paragraph, to increase the appropriation $10,000; | 

For rebuilding the beacon light at Huron, $4,580. 

Mr. COMINS. I object to these amendments | 
as notinorder. We have passed that part of the | 
bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not in | 


order, as the committee have passed from that 


clause of the bill. 
Mr. HOWARD. I offer the following amend- 
in after line and 


ment, to come two hundred 
ninety-six: 


For a light-house at Port Austin, on Saginaw bay, 25,000. | 

This has failed to receive the action of the | 
Light-House Board, by reason of my longabsence. | 
The papers were sent to me, and on account of | 
that absence upon the business of the House, I 
was notable to present them to the Committee | 
on Commerce. It is well known, that the most 
dangerous place for navigation on that lake is at | 
the entrance of Saginaw bay. This point is the 
only place of refuge for boats in case of a storm. 
About twelve miles up the lake there is a light- 
house upon an extreme point, but there is no | 
place there where boats can get in. “here is a 
good harbor at the point [ indicate, and it is only 
necessary that there should be a light-house there 
to enable boats to enter in the night time, to make 
it a good and available harbor in case of a storm. 

Mr.COMINS The Committee on Commerce 
have been liberal in their appropriations for Lake 
Erie, Lake Huron, Lake Superior, and vicinity, 
and they are unwilling to have this amendment 
inserted. 

Mr. PECK. I move to amend the amendment 
by increasing the sum $1,000. I have to say 
that I fully concur in most that has fallen from 
my colleague (Mr. Howarp] upon this subject, | 
and | fully indorse what he has said in reference 
to the necessity of this light-house. I will state 
that this point is in my district, but the papers | 
were sent to my colleague, and in consequence 
of his absence they were not laid before the 
Committee on Commerce or referred to the Licht- | 
House Board. I can assure the committee that | 
this light-house is necessary, from my own 
knowledge of the locality. The committee will | 
see that there is no danger in adopting this 
amendment, because, by the last section of this 
bill, it is left discretionary with the Secretary of 
the Treasury to cause examinations and pre- 
liminary surveys to be made, to ascertain the 
necessity of these light-houses; and where, in his 
opinion, this or any other light-house contained 
in this bill is not necessary, no action can be | 


| taken under this appropriation, and he is required | 
| to report to the next sesoion of Congress the rea- | 
| son why he declines to act under it. 


Mr. COMINS. TI regret that the papers were 
not submitted to the committee, but we are un- | 


| willing to admit the amendment now. 


Mr. PECK, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
his amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
amend the amendment by decreasing the amount 
$1,000. I am opposed to this amendment. We 
havea Light-House Board having full jurisdiction 
over all these matters. All the applications and 
papers upon these subjects, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, are by the committee sent 
to that board for their consideration. Where 
they report favorably, the Committee on Com- 
merce usually adopt their recommendation. In | 


| this case there has been noreference to the Com- 


igan are true, the petitions can be 


j 


| 


mittee on Commerce, and no consideration by the 
Light-House Board; and therefore I am opposed 
to any appropriation for this purpose going into 
this bill. 

If the facts stated by the gentleman from Mich- 
resented at 
the next session of Congress, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and examined by the Light- 
House Board; and then, I presume, there will be 
no objection to an appropriation for that purpose. 

I withdraw my amendment if there be no objec- 
tion. 

The question was taken on the Mr. Howarp’s | 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


| 
| 
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amendment, to come in after line two hundred and 
ninety-six: 

For repairing light-house, banking in, and protecting t! 
site of the light-house at Huron, Ohio, $10,000 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ulinois. 
question of order on that amendment. 
in order at this point of the bill. The clause ¢ 
the bill under consideration makes appropriatio: 
for the State of Michigan, and this amendme: 
is for the State of Ohio. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In order that the House 
may see that I do not ask for anything not rec- 
ommended by the Secretary, Lask to have read 
a section from his report. 1 was absent and could 
not bring this to the attention of the committee. 

The clause in question was read, 

Mr. CRA W FORD. [ raise the point of order, 
that we have passed that portion of the bill refer- 
ring to Ohio. 

The CHAIRMAN. That particular point was 
raised, and overruled by the Chair, understand 
ing that it had reference to a light-house on Lake 
Huron, and the committee being still engaged in 
the consideration of light-houses on that lake. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Then I make the point 
that the amendment is not germane. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST moved to amend the 
clause referring to portage, by inserting, befor: 
that word, the word ** the,’’ soas to make it read 
*« the portage.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee on Commerce by what 
authority it is that these light-houses on Lake Erie 
are to be discontinued? [ move to amend by 
striking out the following paragraph of the bill: 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the following 
named lights be discontinued, viz: At Silver Creek, on the 
southeast shore of Lake Erie, New York; at Barcelona, 
(or Portiand,) on the southeast shore of Lake Erie, New 
York. 

There certainly is no reason, in fact, why they 
should be discontinued. ‘These lights are neces- 
sary, as they are at ports of refuge on these 


I rais ' 
[t is ni 


The Chair overrules th 


I am opposed to the 


| points, and they are required for the purpose of 


giving security to craft that navigate that lake; 
for it is well known that there are, many days of 
the season, fogs so dense that, without the aid 
of beacon-lights at these points, navigation would 
be very dangerous. 1 donot understand why the 


|| light-houses at these points should be discon- 


| tinued. 


I now offer the following || 


Mr. COMINS. As several questions will arise 
about the discontinuance of several lights, I will 
answer them all at once. ‘The Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his report of 1854, recommends that 
certain lights be discontinued. He gives his rea- 
sons, and he is supported in those reasons by the 
report of the light-house inspectors, which is con- 
curred in by the Light-House Board. There is 
no harbor at Silver Creek or Barcelona. No ves- 
sels go there, and lights are not required at those 

0INts, 

The lights at North Carolina, which it is also 
proposed to discontinue, were originally designed 
as a range to enable vessels to cross the bar at 
night. But the channel has changed there, and 
the lights are found to be not only useless, but 
absolutely dangerous, as they serve to distract 
the mariner, instead of guiding him in his course. 

The light at Cleveland, Ohio, on the hill, has 
been rendered useless by the increase of the 
power and range of the light on the pier, making 


that light both a coast and harbor light. Many 
other lights have been furnished with a new ap- 


paratus, of an order which gives a sufficient range 
of light, in many cases, to supersede the neces- 
sity of continuing the smaller lights in their vi- 
cinity. No light is directed to be discontinued by 
this bill, without a good and sufficient reason 
for it. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I desire to state that both 
these points are harbors on Lake Erie, and are 
necessary as harbors of refuge. It is necessary 
that both of these lights should be continued. It 
is within the collection district of Chatauque 
county, the custom-house of which is at Dunkirk. 
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These beacon lights have been there for thirty or | 


forty years, and are considered as useful by navi- 
rators on these lakes. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. ill stat 
that I find that the clauses of the bill which it is 


now proposed to be stricken out are in accordance | 


with the recommendation of the Light-House 
Board and inspectors. 


on finance, of 1854-55, I find the following: 


“ [tis recommended that the lights at the following points 
be discontinued, viz: Silver creek, Portland harbor, (or 
Barcelona,) Port Clinton, and the light on the hill at Cleve- 
Jand. ‘Chere is no barbor at Silver creek or Barcelona, and 
the ene at Port Clinton cannot be entéred at night, nor are 
they necessary as lake coast lights.”’ 

Now, sir, that is the recommendation of the 
Light-House Board, made by men engaged on 
that coast who know all about the wants of the 
commerce on that coast. I hope the amendment 
will not be agreed to. 


‘The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. RUFFIN. 


con Island, near Ocracoke, North Carolina.”’ 
Mr. Chairman, I will state that there is not one 
cent appropriated to my State in this bill; and 
not content with that, they seem disposed to take 
from us what little accommodations we have in 
the way of light-houses. Now, sir, | have known 
something about this Beacon Island. There has 
been a light there since my recollection. It is at 
a very dangerous point, just at the entrance of 


the sound, and 1 can see no reason why the light | 
I think it should be | 
continued at least for one year longer, until the | 


should be discontinued. 
commercial men who are interested in the matter 
may have an opportunity of being heard upon 
the subject; and then, if, asthe gentleman from 
Sloaanel 

Jet it be discontinued. 
a word of the intention to discontinue these lights 
until I saw it in this bill. I recollect, two years 
ago, a recommendation was sent here by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to discontinue the revenue 
boat at Ocracoke. The Light-House Board, | be- 
lieve, recommended the discontinuance at some 
other point; but the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury fixed on Ocracoke; and when | remonstrated 
with him, and told him of his error, with his usual 
stubbornness he adhered to his determination, 
and the consequence has been, that the officers 
who are charged with the duty of collecting the 
revenue, and the Government, have been great 
sufferers, and will be in future. I hope this light 
will be continued for at least one year longer. It 
involves no expense except the oil for the lights, 
and the salary of the keeper, which is not more 
than three or four hundred dollars. 

Mr. COMINS. The lights at Beacon Island, 
near Ocracoke, North Carolina, and at Ocracoke 
channel, are wholly unnecessary. These lights 
were originally designed to serve asa range for 
crossing the bar and entering the harbor at night; 
but the frequent changes in the channel prevent 
them from answering the purpose for which they 
were intended; and to continue them would not 
only be a useless expense of four or five thousand 
dollars per annum, but would be calculated to 
mislead and distract the mariner, instead of guid- 
inghim. ‘There is a coast light there, which is all 
that is required. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RUFFIN. I move now to strike out “at 
Ocracoke channel.’’? That, sir, is similarly situ- 
ated with the coast. It is situated at the bar 
leading from the ocean into thechannel. i think 
it had better be continued for one year longer. 
The same reasons which applied to striking one 
out apply to the other. If they are so danger- 
ous, 1 do not know why they have not been 
recommended to be discontinued heretofore. I 
imagine it has been years since there has been 
any change in the channel, I hope the commit- 
tee will strike it out. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. All the in- 
formation I[ have in regard to these amendments is 
contained in the report of the light-house inspect- 
ors, Which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


**7, The Ocracoke channel light-vessel and Beacon Island 
light-house were intended as arange to cross the Ocracoke 
bar at night in safety. ° " 

** Th consequence of the formation of shoals inside the 
bar, that range never has been, nor can it be now obtained. 
Should it be asempted to cross the bar by bringing these 


TH 


By reference to the report | 


I move to strike out ‘‘ at Bea- | 


iusetts says, it ought to be discontinued, | 


Why, sir, I never heard | 


} 
Mr. COMINS. 
| 
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{ 


the reef, with every chance of inevitable destruction. 
i. oF Itis possible thata range might be obtained by having two 
| light-vessels in place of the house and one vessel; but the 


IT will state |) channel in which one of them would have to be moored is 


| 80 subject to change that its continuance would, I fear, be 
of short duration. 


** As itis generally admitted by navigators, that when defi- 

| nite instructions cannot be given for the use of lights it is 

better there should be no light at all, I would recommend 

that the two lights in question be discontinued, after suffi- 

cient notice be given, and that the Ocracoke channel light- 

vessel be stationed off the northwest end of Royal shoal, 

| where a light is so much needed, until the screw-pile light- 

house, for which an appropriation has been made, is 
erected.” 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I think the. gentleman 
had better follow the suggestions as he has heard 
them read. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I cannot do it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. These inspectors are 
to be supposed to have full knowledge on the 
subject. 

Mr. RUFFIN. Those whose interests are 
nearly concerned, the merchants and navigators 
of that place, are in their opinions opposed to 
these suggestions. 

Mr. COMINS. As the committee has refused 
to discontinue the light at Beacon Island, near 
Ocracoke, North Carolina, it ought to be consist- 

_ent,and refuse to discontinue the light at Ocracoke 
channel. One is necessary to the other, and both 
are destructive to the interests of the harbor. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. EUSTIS. 1 move to strike out, under 
the head of lights to be discontinued, the light at 
the Northeast Pass of the Mississippi. 1 do not 
wish to embarrass the committee, yet, as [ have 
some personal acquaintance with this light, I 
should, before the vote is taken, like to know the 
reasons for this provision. 

Mr. COMINS. ‘The reasons are the same as 
have been urged in other cases of a like charac- 
ter, where lights, having been found to be unne- 


be discontinued by the Light-House Board. Ref- 
erence can be had to the report of the Secretar 

of the Treasury for his reasons for cemeasanaaile 
ing the discontinuance of this light. 
letters from the light-house inspectors on the 
subject; but I will not consume the time of the 
committee by having them read. I will say to 
the gentleman from Louisiana, that the Northeast 
| Pass of the Mississippi is not now used at all. 

| Mr. EUSTIS. There willbe no objection, then, 





| 


| retary of the Treasury. 
motion by adding to the paragraph for the dis- 
continuance of this light the following proviso: 
Provided, The Secretary of the Treasury considers the 
same unnecessary. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BLISS. I offer the following amendment, 
to come in under the head of *‘ Ohio:”’ 

For building an embankment and continuing the improve- 
ment upon the west pier, at the harbor of Black river, Ohio, 
upon which the light-house is built, and for connecting the 
same with the main land, $10,000. 


Is the amendment in order? 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order to go 
back unless by unanimous consent. 
Mr. COMINS. I object. 
Mr. BLISS. Then 1 offer the amendment at 





this place. This light-house stands out in the 
| lake along distance from the main land. It is 
| necessary to go toit by boats at all times. In 
| stormy weather it cannot be reached at all. The 
new light-house cannot be built at that spot unless 
the old connecting pier is rebuilt. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Has this 
matter been before the Light-House Board, and if 
| so, have they made any recommendation in its 


favor? 
Mr. BLISS. An appropriation already made 


fora similar object was not before the Light-House 
: nor has this matter, but both are recom- 


mended by the proper authorities, 
I call attention to the following report. of the 
Secretary of War: 


“ As heretofore reported, the whole of the appropriation 
for this work, amounting to $5,000, was expended last 
season. This sum was totally inadequate. By far the 
greater part of the harbor works were in a ruinous or difap- 
idated condition, and extensive repairs are yet required to 
place itin a proper condition. With the appropriation three 
hundred and sixty feet of new pier has been rebuilt upon 
the foundation of the old west pier, nearly the whole of 
which is planked. This was all that could be done with 
the limited amount at command, leaving much still to be 


cessary and useless, have been recommended to | 


| 
I have many 


|| to leaving the matter to the discretion of the Sec- | 
I therefore modify my || 





|| depth of six feet, with the exception of one d 





} 
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lights in a direct range, a vessel would certainly strike on | done to that pier—a new pier-head to be built, 
| || having been wholly untouched. This latter 
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the east 
aly gone 
few feet in length, which will have to be cone ‘dow barca 

Mr. COMINS. I object to the introduc 
that amendment, upon the ground that it 

germane to this portion of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustaj 
oint of order. The Chair strained the ryjo 
ittle for the benefit of the gentleman upon ~ 
left of the Chair, (Mr. Suerman.] This ameng. 

ment is clearly out of order, inasmuch as ¢h, 
committee have passed from the section to which 
the amendment is offered. 


Mr. BUFFINTON moved to strike out section 
four, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury be, and he is hereby, authorized to have a reéxaming. 
tion made (under the seventh section of the act approved 
August 3, 1854, making appropriations for light-houses &o_ ) 
of the Point of Rocks, West Port, Massachusetts, to ds. 
termine whether or not the light-house authorized for thay 
place is necessary to the commerce of that vicinity ; ang if 
reported upon favorably and approved by him, to use the 
appropriation heretofore made for that purpose in erectine 
a light-house and Keeper’s dwelling at or near that place : 


and to insert in lieu thereof the following: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to use the appropriation heretofore made {or 
that purpose, in erecting a light-house and keeper’s dweil. 
ing ator near the Point of Rocks, West Port, Massachy. 
setts. 

A survey has already been made for a light. 
house at this point. That survey recommended 
that a light-house was necessary, and an appro- 
priation was made accordingly. My amendment 
merely authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury 
to use the appropriation already made, to save 
the time and extra expense of another survey. [ 
hope the amendment will be agreed to. 

r. COMINS. My colleague knows that I dis. 
like to object to any amendment which he may 
deem it expedient to propose. But I cannot con- 
sistently assent that the committee should agree to 
the amendment of my colleague, inasmuch as it 
would be a departure from the usual course of 
legislation, and would be doing that which the 
facts which are before the committee, and the 
information obtained from the proper authorities, 
will noé justify them in doing. To most de- 
cidedly in favor of a light-house at West Port, 
if one is required there. As the matter now 
stands, the Secretary is not willing to cause this 
light-house to be built. The survey and reports 
are not in favor of a light at that point, but 
adverse to it. The section, as it stands in the bill 
as reported, provides that the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall make a reéxaminaiton of the Point 
of Rocks atWest Port, Massachusetts, to determ- 
ine whether or not the light-house authorized 
there is necessary to the commerce of that place. 
If the survey and reportare favorable, the Secre- 
tary must, in accordance with the seventh section 
of the act passed on the 3d of August, 1854, cause 
the appropriation to be immediately complied 
with. If the report is adverse, it must be sub- 
mitted to the next Congress for its action. If 
the House wishes to adopt an arbitrary course 
of legislation, it will allow the amendment to pre- 
vail. If it wishes to sustain the Committee on 
Commerce, which has acted in accordance with 
the facts in the case, it will not assent to the 


much dilapidated, and a portion of the north 
end of it, three hundred feet in length, is wh 


tion of 
13 not 


NS the 


amendment of my colleague. 
Mr. FLORENCE. 1 ask for tellers on the 
amendment. 


Tellers were not ordered. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. COMINS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, offered the following amendment: 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, if a good title 
cannot be obtained by the United States to Dry Point and 
Linken’s Neck, on the western side of the Damariscotta 
river, in the State of Maine, the Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby authorized to cause another suitable site to be 
selected for a light-house appropriated for at the mouth of 
said river by the act of Congress approved August 3, 1854. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BLISS. I move the following amend- 
ment: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$10,000 be appropriated to continue and improve the con- 
nection between the light-house in the mouth of Black 
river, Lake Erie, Ohio, and the main land, on the pian 
heretofore adopted and partially completed. 


I have nothing to say in addition to what I 
have already said on this question, 
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St Diep Mr. COMINS. I raise a point of order on the and Post Office extension; which was referred to |} main question ordered; and under the operation 
S Very amendiaent. ; s the select committee on that subject, and ordered || thereof the bill was passed. 
oe “The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the || to be printed. Mr. MILLER moved to reconsider the vote 
loa on . nd that to it the | . » ashe < aie « . - 
Par: a int of order, — ee oe 2 nee | DISTRICT COURT IN SOUTH CAROLINA. || hy —_ ™ = we pare d; — _~ an to 
” . C ere 5 > | av ’ ) > > > . \ 
ane ndment now : y, 7 . , ; Mr. ORR. I ask the unanimous consent of the Ay . 1e motion 0 reconsider on the 1e 
On of ‘n effect, to override the rule of the commit- | ° The latter motion was agreed to. 
of be, in ef Ad iil hall || House to have taken from the Speaker’s table : 
3 no e. which requires that amendments shall come Ss » bill (No. 219 alter thet ve ALLEN’S MAIL-BAGS 
= er -r place, and in their proper order i enate bill (No. 219) to alter the time of holding ALLEN S AGS. ; 
; in at their ee : PP * || the district court in South Carolina. It is a bill Mr-COVODE. I move that the Committee 
B the Mr. STEWART. I offer the following amend- | of local interest merely. I have submitted it to || of the W hole House on the Private Calendar be 
— ment: the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, and I || discharged from the further consideration of a bill 
I the apc. 7. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the || believe I may say the bill meets his approbation. || (HH. R. No. 264) authorizing and directing the 
ay Treasury be, — — a eect fo lene taee There was no objection, and the bill was taken || ee General to purchase, and test, Allen’s 
3 the amination to ve made as . . ‘ Se . . . 62 | re oPetio il. rd i ’ i 
hi h ane Chesapeake bay, at James Point, at the mouth of || UP for consideration, and read a first and second a = water tight mail-bags, in order that it may 
. Little Choptank river; and, if it shall appear to him to be || time. } e put on its passage. ; 
necessary, the sum of 35,000 is hereby appropriated forthe || Mr, ORR. I move the previous question. | Mr. LE l CHER. I object. 
ction purchase of a site and the erection of a light-house at that The previous question was obeidell and the 1] Mr. COVODE. I move to suspend the rules 
wine cosdiatl: i salen aeclenet endet || main question was ordered to be put. ; . eee oe 
‘reas. Mr. snr IRM AN. TI PC ; — h ‘| The bill was then ordered to athird reading; || “!h. Vist GMAN. move that the House do 
nine. The CHAIRMAN. le Vhair sustains the |) and wasaccordingly read the third time and passed. || BOW ana ui 
ag poet ot order, and rules the amendment out of 1] Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote by | Mr. AMPBELL, of Ohio. I understand that 
» de order. || which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay || there are some gentlemen who desire to discuss 
r that Mr. WHEELER. I offer the following amend- || the motion to reconsider on the table; which latter || ge"eral politics, and if the gentleman will with- 





ment: 1 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, Tirat there be appro- l] 
priated for the construction of floating lights at the mouth | 
and in the channel of the harbor of New York, $50,000. || 


Mr. COMINS. I raise a point of order. 

















draw the motion to adjourn, I will move that the 


|| rules be suspended, and the House resolve itself 
NAVAL IMPROVEMENTS. | S ae , Parse Png 


, || into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
Mr. BENSON. The Committee on Naval Af- 


/ ; mm the Union, in order to take a recess for an even- 
fairs reported certain provisions as amendments || jno session 


motion was agreed to. 








: es The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the || the Navy appropriation bill, which were ruled || Mr, CLINGMAN. If the House is disposed 
well. oint of order on the ground that it is not in || 0" of order. If then Gave: Rates that I should || to favor the gentleman’s motion, I will withdraw 
chu. yroper time. report them in a pp = [ now ask en | the motion to adjourn, but otherwise I will not. 
7 Mr. LANE. I offer the following amendment; || a consent of the siouse to report the |) ' bem ae SLL. Then I make the motion 
ent. ’ ave stated. 
ded For the construction of a light-house at Port Orford, No objection being made, 1] Mr. GREENWOOD. Icall for the yeas and 
ny §20,000. i ‘ . Mr. B. reported from the Committtee on Na- || nays, 
rent Mr. COMINS. It would give me greatpleasure || yal Affairs a bill authorizing the Secretary of the || ‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
ury to comply with the request of the gentleman from Navy to purchase additional lands adjoining cer- || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. How can the mo- 
ave Oregon. If he supported his amendment with || tain navy-yards therein named, and for other pur- |) tion of the gentleman from Ohio be entertained, 
| his usual coil of telegraphic tape, ‘‘ just received,” || poses; which was read a first and second time. pending the motion of the gentleman from Penn- 
I might yield under his persuasive oratory. The bill was read through. It authorizes the | sylvania [Mr. Covope] to suspend the rales ? 
dis. {Laughter.] But I must make a point of order || Secretary of the Navy to purchase certain lands The SPEAKER. If objection be made it can- 
nay on the gentleman from Oregon, 5 | adjoining the navy-yards at Boston, Philadelphia, || not be entertained. 
On- The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the |} and Washington, to erect an additional building Mr. JONES. I object. Speeches are filed at 
eto point of order, and rules the amendment out of | at Norfolk, to increase the salary of the officer |) the night sessions without being delivered, and 
8 it order. 7 ‘ || at the naval laboratory at New York, and tocon- || are afterwards published as having been delivered 
: of Mr. LANE. I think that if the gentleman |! struct a new magazine at San Francisco. Mr. CLINGMAN. [ insist on my motion 
the from ye ay fags take a cae to Mr. BENSON. I demand the previous ques- || that the House do now adjourn. 
the reflect he woule not raise the question o _order. || tion. The sath bats sath « the motid bias 
bow He has provided for light-houses in California. Mr. LETCHER. I should like to offer an «ine aor hore Bune i ase eed 
de- [Calls to **Order*”’) duce amendment to this bill. It will be recollected || 54, noes 68. ; . 
rt, The CHAIRMAN, | Debate is not in order. that, under a law precisely like this, the Presi- The question then recurred upon Mr. Covone’s 
ow Mr. LANE. We have no light-houses in || dent purchased a site for a post office in the city || motion to suspend the rules. 
his Oregon—— a ._ || Of Baltimore, and when a provision making the || Mr. COVODE. The bill simply authorizes 
rts The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) Debate is || necessary appropriation to pay for it was offered || and requires the Postmaster General to carry out 
but not in order. | the other day, it was maintained on the one hand || 9 contract already made. 
bill Mr. COMINS. I move that the committee do |) that the contract made by the President was ab- Mr. FLORENCE. Does it make an appro- 
the now rise, and report the bill and amendments to solute, and on the other hand it was held that riation ? 
int the House, with a recommendation that it do | Congress had the right either to ratify or reject The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
m- re . it. Now, sir, to avoid all difficulty, I desire to |) jt does make an appropriation. 
ed I'he motion was agreed to. _ || submit an amendment, that none of those con- The question was taken; and the rules were 
Ce So the committee rose; and the Speaker having || tracts for purchases shall be considered to be || not suspended, two thirds not voting in favor 
re. ees a Sree an ree ne 4 || binding until after they shall have been ratified || thereof. , " 
a ‘committee of the 1ole on the state of the || by Congress. 
om Union had had under consideration the Union The previous question was seconded; and the M dae WERE 1cck haceeaeia ae 
‘a generally, and particularly the light-house bill, || main question ordered to be put. oar of tl - H pags ery Le Coates 
“" (H. R. No. 451,) and had instructed him to report || The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, || * "Publ; rit S i ° i a a ghar» Nag: Racy ae 
if the same back with sundry amendments, and || and read the third time; and being engrossed, it || °° *" re eres Tt sat oe ie toys 
in with arecommendation that itdo pass. || was accordingly read the third time, and passed. os Upon: Speen i¢ Is rT Noein eee ae he 
. Mr. COMINS moved the previous question on Mr. BENSON moved that the vote by which aale of lands reaerves for miliary purposes in the 
“a the engrossment of the bill. the bill was od be re idered d also || State of Florida. 
an a S . : : . s passe . e reconsi ere » an a 80 Several MEMBERS objected. 
th The previous question was seconded, and the || moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on || Mr. MAXWELL s a8 tet a ge ES 
™ a quemeee. seneres sae eee ie Sopsetien, the table; which latter motion was agreed to. / aoe MA2 ‘ e pe : 
ic amendments reported from the Committee o oe 
. the Whole on the meas of the Union were agreed || LAND OFFICE AT VINCENNES, INDIANA. | paces Pa I move that the House do 
to. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed || On motion of Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, the || 9°W #qjourn. a 
and red a third time; and being engrossed, it was || Committee of the Whole on the state of the || , The motion was not agreed to—ayes 56, noes 
accordingly read the third time. Union was discharged from the further consider- || 16 ‘ it 
; Mr. COMINS moved the previous question on || ation of House bill (No. 123) to continue the || The question was put; and the rules were not 
1 > the passage of the bill. land office at Vincennes, Indiana, and to ascer- || S4USPe” ed, two thirds not voting in favor thereof. ii 
! 4 The previous question was seconded, and the |; tain and adjust the titles to certain lands in the | NORWOOD MCLELLAND. _ re 
. i main question ordered; and under its operation | States of Indiana and IHinois, formerly included | Mr. SAPP. I move that the Committee of hie g 
4 B the bill was passed. within the Vincennes land district, and the bill || the Whole House be discharged from the further ‘) 
y : Mr. HOUSTON called for the yeas and nays. || taken up for consideration. consideration of Senate bill (No. 276) for the Su 
° 2 The yeas and nays were not ordered. Mr. MILLER moved the previous question. relief of Norwood McClelland, master of the “i 
‘. Z Mr. COMINS moved to reconsider the vote by The previous question was seconded; and the steamboat New World. wie 
' which the bill was passed, and also moved to Jay || main question was ordered to be put. _ Mr. JONES called for the yeas and nays. Se 
_ the motion to reconsider on the table; which latter | Mr. KELSEY. I move to lay the bill on the The yeas and nays were not ordered. Dd 
: > Motion was agreed to. table. The een was then put; and the rules were ai. 
f MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT The motion was disagreed to. | suspended, two thirds voting in favor thereof. Vt 
5 2 : The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read || he Committee of the Whole House was 4 
k b. The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- || a-third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- || accordingly discharged from the further consid- a. 
| Sage from the President of the United States, || ingly read the third time. | eration of the bill, and it was reported to the ; 
/  ‘ansmitting a report of the Secretary of War in r. MILLER. I call for the previous ques- |; House for consideration. : 
I reply to a resolution of the House of Representa- || tion on the passage of the bill. The — being on ordering the bill to be 
ves, of 26th May, 1856, in relation to the Capitol The previous question was seconded, and the || read a third time, 
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Mr. SAPP moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was ordered to a third reading, 
and was read the third me. | ' 

Mr. SAPP moved the previous question on the 
massage of the bill. 

The previous noes was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was then passed, 

Mr. SAPP moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 


Jatter motion was agreed to. ° 


GUSTAVUS B. HORNER. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole 


House from the | 


further consideration of Senate bill No. 343, so | 


that it may be put upon its passage. 


Mr. KUNKEL, (at forty minutes past four | 


o’clock, p.m.) I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gentle- 
man to withdraw that motion that 1 may move 
to suspend the rules. 

Mr. KUNKEL withdrew the motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (at forty-five min- 
utes past four o’clock, p.m.) I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question was taken on Mr. Campsew’s 
motion, and it was agreed to, 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Eustis in the chair,) 
and 
dent’s annual message. 


I move that the rules be | 


rroceeded to the consideration of the Presi- 


And then, on motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, (at 


ten minutes before five o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
took a recess tll seven o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The committee resumed its session at seven 
o’clock, (Mr. Eustis in the chair,) the Presi- 
dent’s annual message, and the resolutions pro- 
posing to refer the same to the standing commit- 
tees, being under consideration. 

Mr. SIMMONS. In the remarks I propose to 
submit to the committee, 1 design to deviate a 
litde from the common track of subjects selected 
for discussion here. | think there isa great ques- 
tion underlying all these that we have been dis- 
cussiig, not only this session, but a great many 
sessions before. Tam now nearly sixty-five years 
old, and can remember very well the first election 
of Mr. Jefferson, and of all the Administrations 
down. And were it not for the fact, that while 
we are drifting along, we are not sensible of the 
changes that take place, | should be astonished at 
comparing the present state of things with what 
used to be considered the true and correct policy 
in the years 1801-C2—half a century ago. 


I propose now to make a few remarks on the 


abuses of the Federal Government, and the remedies 
therefor. 

It strikes me, sir, that the Federal Government, 
not simply this Congress or last Congress, but 
the whole Federal Government, for a long series 
of = has been deviating from the track 
marked out originally by our fathers. 


Not that | 


I would hinder the present generation from im- | 


roving on the policy of former ones. Ido not 


the most ordinary sagacity can see that a change 


has been taking place in the political and moral | 


sense of the nation for many years past. We 
live not under two Governments, as people com- 
mouly imagine—National and State. We live 
under one Government with two branches—the 
Federal branch, and the local or State branch. The 
Federal branch was intended to regulate merely 
the relations of this country with foreign nations, 


and such Inter-State matters as one State alone | 


could not regulate without the consent of others. 





| far as present appearances are concerned, is to be 


| None atall. 


| was spent in a single year was enough to break 


| 


| was created with these ae limited powers, and 


| three fourths of a year at its first session, and one 


|| have been present when it was passed—an act was 
lieve that one generation has a right to mark | 


out exactly the lines for all their successors, but | 


Anybody who has read the debates in the || down that Administration, on 
Federal Convention of 1789, will perceive that || travagance! The next Administration, I } 


the first step taken was to pass two resolutions. | 
The first was, that the Federal Government, or | 


the Government of the United States, should be || 
| vested with all the requisite powers to regulate || 


the foreign affairs—the relations between these | 
States and other nations. The second was, that | 
the Federal Government should regulate such | 
internal affairs as concern more States than one. 
They instructed their committee to draft a Con- 
stitution accordingly. Any gentleman who will | 
run over the enumerated powers of that instru- | 
ment, will see that they had both these resolu- 
tions in their eye. You can hardly name gne of 
the powers vested in Congress that is notdesigned | 
either to regulate those things which individual | 
States could not regulate, or to regulate our re- 
lations with foreign countries. 

This, you see, sir, is but a small portion of the 
yowers exercised by the British Parliament or the 
Piskek Parliament. Our national Government 


the vast powers of internal government were left 
to the States. It was expected by the framers of 
the Constitution that, if the national Government | 
kept itself strictly within the sphere of its powers, 
Congress would only require to sit a few weeks 
and then adjourn, whereas now it sits nearly 


fourth at its second. 

Most of the State Legislatures sit only from 
two to four months, to regulate all the various 
internal local interests of the country. These 
are constituent parts of the national Government, 
not other and distinct. They are like the pillars 
that support this Capitol—they uphold the Fed- 
eral Government. The are present by their 
agents in the Senate, and ce their people’s Repre- 
sentatives in this House; and every act passed 
by Congress becomes a State law as well as a 
national one, because passed with the consent of 
all the States, as States, in the Senate, and by the 
consent of their people in the House of Represent- 
atives. Now, sir, bow have these two branches 
of our GovernMnent, representing the same people, 
operated in practice? Js the balance preserved, 
as originally intended, between the National and | 
State governments? No, sir; the Federal power 
is swallowing up the States. The national branch 
of our Government receive all the revenues from 
duties on imports and the proceeds of the public 
lands. And money is power, sir. Money is 
power in proportion to its amount. The amount 
is annually increasing. 

Sir, whatis theamount of these revenues? Why, 
some seventy-five million dollars a year. When 
it was but thirteen or fourteen millions of dollars | 
it was enough. 
more than enough. When it is now $75,000,000 
it is all used up; for Governments, like individ- 
uals, live up to their income. 

Yes, sir, you use it all up; and that income is 
worse than wasted, because it is used to corrupt 
the Government and corrupt the people. Every | 
department grows greater as fast as this income | 
grows larger. But two sessions since the salaries 
of the heads of departments were raised from 
$6,000 a year to $8,000; and at the last session | 
the salaries of the judges of the Supreme Court 
to $6,500; about two or three times as much as 
the salaries of the State judges get for doing more 
work, and bringing to the service full as much | 
talent. 

And thatis notall. Having still more money in 
the Treasury, this Government sends out its ex- | 
peditions to Japan, Amazon, Dead Sea, or wher- 
ever it pleases, for the purpose of creating offices | 
and spending money. Why, sir, at the last ses- | 
sion | find—and | am surprised, for I could not 





passed for the creation ofa board to oat the laws 
of the District of Columbia—a board that, as | 


perpetual—a work that would require about six 
months’ labor for one or twoattorneys. But the 
board has answered its design, | suppose; offices | 
were created. Now,I ask gentlemen to reflect for | 
a moment, and tell me where there was ever an | 
omission tocreate an Office, or to expend money, 
when any possible excuse could be found for it? 
And yet, sir, in the administration 
of John Quincy Adams, the fact that $13,000,000 | 
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spent $25,000,000; and so we have gone 
most doubling the expenses with every new Ad 
ministration, creating offices and raisins sal , 
ries, until the cost and extravagance of the Gen, 
eral Government has grown out of all proportion “8 
the expenditures of the State governments, Why. 
sir, I suppose the President of the United Sta; 
getsas much salary as one half of the aggregate g9). 
aries of all the Governors of thé States. Lam per- 


| fectly satisfied that the administration of justice in 


the State of New York, by the courts and off -ers 
of the United States judiciary, costs more money 
than the whole judiciary of the State. The maj. 
shals and other officers get such enormous gala. 
ries and fees for the business they do, that they 
actually go about the State getting up business 
to increase their per diem compensation. Whey. 


ever they can find any possible excuse for mak. 


_ - ° 
ing complaint for any violation of law, no matter 


how frivolous, witnesses are called, and costs ay: 
multiplied to enable these marshals and deputies 
to earn fees. You pay your marshal, you pay 
your grand jurors, you pay your witnesses, yoy 
pay everybody in the employ of this Govyerp. 
ment, more than they can earn in any other busi- 
ness, and you make business for them. 

Again, sir, what is the use or necessity of the 


| two great wings now going up to this Capito}: 


Why, sir, look at the committee-room now com- 
pleted in the Capitol extension. It almost sickens 
one to see the extravagance with which itis fitted 
up—to look at the ceilings painted with all kinds 
of representations of Pagan mythology, which 
have no merit in them except that they cost q 
good deal of money. I want to know by what 
authority $5,000 or $10,000 are expended in ft. 
ting up a single committee-room? The imagery 
is behind that of the ancient Egyptians excavated 
from the ruins three thousand years old, for we 
find inthem the zodiac and otheremblems illustrat- 
ing the seasons and other astronomical changes 
in the heavens. The Government of the United 
States contrives in various ways to get rid of its 
money. It has of late hit on a plan to succeed 


| rapidly in what it seems to desire. Buildings for 


court-rooms, custom-houses, and post offices, at 
a cost each of fifty to one hundred thousand dol- 
lars, are being built in most of the large towns in 


| every State, and that, too, within a stone’s throw 
’ ’ 


from buildings erected by the States, which might 
be used just as well. All have contributed their 
shares of money to fill up the Treasury; and there 
being no other way to obtain a division, every 
tax-payer and every locality is naturally very de- 
sirous to get itsshare back. My district obtained 
one of these buildings. The district of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Smiru] also obtained 
one at the same time, and, as long as the national 
Treasury is full, we all, Virginians as well as 
others, must come in for our share. 

Then, sir, another method for depleting the 
Treasury is the book resolutions so much favored 
by Congress. When the publication of a book 
is ordered we must of necessity have a large 
number of copies; for if we send to one con- 
stituent we must to another. Yet the books 
ordered, if put up at sale, would not bring twenty- 
five cents on a dollar of the cost. Mr. Chair- 
man, in this manner the Federal Government 
manages to use up all its income. When our 
income shall amount to $150,000,000, instead of 
$75,000,000, we shall use it all up as we do our 
present income. Now, sir, what makes this vast 
expenditure so censurable is, that we do not apply 
it to the right objects, and in just proportions to 
the people; not to the aid of internal improve- 
ments, nor to all parts of the country, old States 
and new ones, in just proportions, or on sys- 
tematic principles. ‘And yet the national Gov- 
ernment disclaims the power to make internal 
improvements. With what jealousy does that 
Government look on a system of internal im- 
provements? Appropriation bills for the purpose 
of internal improvements are vetoed. The power 
is denied as unconstitutional. 

Now, look at the States, and think of their 
scanty means. They have everything to do, and 
nothing to do it with. They uphold the admin- 
istration of justice within their Emits, found and 
maintain schools and colleges, construct high- 
ways and canals, and preserve a good police. 
Whence do they get their means? They have to 
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rhe 

= aad [Treasury $75,000,000 
sored to additional taxation for the purposes 

‘he State governments and all those internal 
erie ments Now, sir, the natural fund to 
port ail governments, national and local, Fed- 
and State, is duties on imports. Enough is 
cewived yearly into the Federal Treasury to 
naintain both governments In a fair Jeffersonian 
way, and to construct all necessary, national im- 
ovements. . . 
‘aims the power under the Constitution to make 
ternal improvements, and throws it upon the 
Giuates. ‘The States cannot tax the people to such 
oxte nt over again, and consequently have to run 
‘> debt, awd repudiate, like Mississippi and 
wois, from necessity no doubt, or saddle them- 


But the General Government dis- || 
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people over again, after paying to the | Now, whether this division of the proceeds of 
he people are 


the revenue should be confined to times of peace, 


and leave it open in time of war, would be a ques - 


tion worthy of consideration. I think it should 


| be made applicable only to times of peace, so 
| that, if the General Government should find a 


necessity of having more revenue for unavoid- 
able and necessary wars, they could take it. The 


| effect of such a statute as that, if we could pass 


it—and we have a precedent for it in General 
Jackson’s time—would be to put a stop to a world 
of evils which we now suffer. There is no place 
2 ¥ ™~ t 

in the General Government but has got to be so 


|) important on account of the pecuniary advant- 


yes with mortgages like Pennsylvania, New | 


York, and Virginia, perhaps never to be paid. 

rhus, one branch of our Government receives 

swice too much, and the other twice too little. 

~ Talking of the waste of the public money, gen- 
man ask, why not take off all your tariff, and 

resort to direct taxation? Because, sir, the peo- 

» will not submit to it. The national fund for 

support of this Government, and all other 
Governments in the world for young nations, such 
as ours is, is duties paid on imports. We are in 
our infancy. We have not the necessary subdi- 
vision of labor nor the maturity of the arts to 
bear a repeal of all tariff laws in favor of foreign 
laborand capital. We do not intend to allow our 
arts aud manufactures to be swamped by the in- 
dation of foreign importations free of taxation. 
Why is this not the best policy, if the duties on 
mports are sufficient for both State and Federal 
Government? The money will be saved in the 
pockets of the people as well as if the duties were 
imposed and the people taxed directly. 

Butwhat shall we all come to at this rate, when 
ii becomes necessary to sustain a great standing 
\rmy and Navy? We are now insulated from 

egreat Powers of Europe. We have no Army 

d Navy. Our Army is not equal to a London 
and the resident admits, that our Navy 
snot ten per centum of that of Russia; but it is 
large enough for us, because of our insulation and 
our means of rallying, when necessary, our 
militia and privateers. Mr. Jefferson was right. 
We can never keep up a great Army and Navy 
xcept at the hazard of losing our free institu- 
We do keep up, however, an army of 
office-holders for doing very little service on very 
large salaries. We pay twice the price paid by 
the States for the same services; and the States 
themselves pay twice as much as individuals have 
to pay for the same. 

Now, sir, if this extravagant expenditure of 
the Federal Government is a great and growing 
evil, what is our remedy? The idea of taking 
off all the dudes upon imports, with a trifling ex- 
cep.ion, and then resorting to direct taxation to 
‘arry on the Government, is a thing so alien to 
the common practice of the world, and the com- 
mon sense of everybody ‘but metaphysicians, 
that no man can think the people will consent 
to it. | remember some years ago gentlemen 
talked about abolishing the tariff, and resorting 


polices 


ons, 


to direct taxation to support the Government. | | 
believe a distinguished gentleman from South || 
Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) used to advocate this | 


doctrine; but is there one single man of business 
and practical habits in the country who has the 
least idea that such a scheme can ever be real- 
ized, at least in the present stage of our country’s 


progress? Notone. The remedy we wantis this. | 


We ought to divide the surplus revenue received from 


duties on imports, and from the sales of public lands, | 


among the States. 1 think it could be done by an 


act of Congress, so that one half the net proceeds | 


should be paid over quarterly as fastas received, 
into the State Treasuries. according to their Fed- 
eral representgtion. 
Started, and get it well in motion, we should find 
& reform commenced immediately. 


be found impracticable to enlarge salaries all the 
me from year to year. We should have econ- 


omy reigning in our national Government, and | 


in the mean time the people would be gradually 
relleved from direct taxes under the State govern- 
ents, which have now to be paid to support these 
50vernments, and make internal improvements 





If we could get that scheme | 


A It would be | 
found impracticable to enlarge the number of | 
officers to perform very little service. It would | 


|| it is the very extreme. 


ages connected with it, that it helps to create an 
excitement of party spirit all over the country. 
This country is all divided into parties simply by 
means of this very corrupting influence of the 
Treasury. A celebrated nobleman in England, 
Lord Brougham,a member of the House of Lords, 
in the first volume of his Political Philosophy— 
which is in your Library—speaking of the effect 
of parties in the United States of America, says 
He says they are continued 
from one four years to another in a party squab- 
ble to see which party shall get possession of the 
Treasury under the presidential question; and 
that it must, sooner or later, if not corrected, 
prove the downfall of the Republic. I do not 
quote him, of course, as conclusive authority; 
but only to show that our example is exciting 
the attention of the world. 

The course I have indicated would put a check 
toa good manyevils. It would discourage many 


| of these fillibustering operations we hear about 
so often after more territory—more territory, sir. 


One of the great difficulties which we have to 
combat now is the immense extent of territory 
we have at the West, and the tendency to disper- 


| sion of our population all over the western world. 


Instead of building up, we are building out, and 


| appropriating vast sums of money and vast quan- 


tities of land in the West to the making of new 
States. Would it not be as well to think a little 
of our old homestead States, and see if something 
cannot be done for them? Our great thorough- 
fares, by railroad, from the East to the West, 


| serve chiefly to empty our old States of their 





| 
1] 
i} 


| 
| 


increasing population and wealth, from year to 
year, and scatter them through the western wil- 
derness; and that, in turn, makes it necessary to 
grant more lands and moneys there for railroads 
and other improvements. 

There is one doctrine of Scripture which the 


politics of this country seem to have adopted, if | 


no other; and that is, theabandonment of selfish- 
ness; for it Is very difficult to conceive of anation 
which takes so little care of its homesteads—the 


States—to Kansas and New Mexico, and every 


| other place, for a new State in the wilderness— 
| instead of leaving them to grow up by the natural 


onward course of events. So every candidate 
for the Presidency must get up a character for 
doing all he can to make new States. I have 
not time now to go further into this question, 


but I will state it more fully in my published | 


remarks. 


l wish now to speak of one or two other things. | 


Only see what an effect this immense receipt into 
the Treasury of the United States has upon the 
Government itself! Why, sir, it is destroying 
the balance of power entirely between the United 


States and the States. The States are like so many | 


paupers, always applying to this Government for 
something or other, drumming up dormantclaims, 
and in various ways trying to draw something 
out of an overflowing Treasury. Instead of the 


| States being on a perfect footing of equality and 


independence with the Government of the Union, 
they are seen with their hats under their arms, 
in attendance at Washington, playing second 
fiddle to this Government. 

The connection of the national Government 
with the States is now a good deal like a partner- 
ship between thirty-one gentlemen, who should 
put their stuff into the concern, and go on swim- 
mingly as a firm, making great profits, but re- 
fusing to make any dividends among themselves, 
and, in order to maintain their families, have to 
run into debt, and then cheat their butchers and 
bakers out of their bills, just as Illinois and Mis- 
sissippi had to stop payment. 

But there is another thing that shows up the 
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aggrandizement of the Union at the expense of 
the States, and shows the growing ascendency 
of the national Executive over the national Legis- 
lature; in other words, the tendency to monarchy 
in the Federal Government. It is this: every- 
body knows that the Governor of a State is sim- 
ply the officer elected to eyecute the laws. He 
does not give force and character to the policy of 
the State. The Legislature of the State originates 
its policy, not the Executive. Some years ago 
we had in the State of New York a Governor by 
the name of De Witt Clinton, who had consider- 
able influence over the publie measures of the 
State; and yet we never attributed to him, or his 
administration, the policy carried out under him. 
The canal policy was that of the people, or their 
representatives, It was expected to be so with 
the national Government by its framers; but how 
do we find it? So far from it, that it has now 
ceased to be a matter of much importance as to 
the qualifications of a candidate for Congress; but 
the great question is, W hether he will support or 
oppose the Administration. 

We have got now into that condition with our 
national Government where the balance of power 
is completely reversed, and where, instead of the 
Legislature being looked to as the supreme power 
to originate the policy and measures of the Gov- 

| ernment, as it was when it was first constituted, 
it is all now to be done by the Executive ® and the 
Legislative has become, if not subservient, at 
least only secondary and auxiliary to the Execu- 
tive. It is now-a-days considered to be very 
important to spend half the time in Congress 
making Buncombe speeches and electioneering for 
the Presidency. 


1 Montesquieu says somewhere, 
that whenever a Legislature of a country becomes 
subservient to the Executive, no matter what 
name the government goes by, it is a monarchy. 
And whenever the representatives of the people 
here, through the agency of party, become the 
mere subservient supporters ofan Administration, 
then, !t seems to me, we are on the rapid road to 
monarchy 

somewhere, 


1 believe Montesquieu says further, 

that British Government is a 
republic under the disguise of a monarchy; and 
I am afraid that some other Montesquieu will 
very soon have to say that America is a monarchy 
under the disguise of a republic. This evil 
springs, sir, out of the immense patronage of the 
President. 

Sir, what is the amount of this patronage ? Not 
less than $200,000,000 a year. What a tremen- 
dous corrupting influence thatis! Lam not cen- 
suring the present Administration for all this; 
because President Pierce did not begin it; his ad- 
ministration isonly one link inthechain. We have 


the 


things. The patronage of the national Govern- 
|| ment corrupts the press, and corrupts the people, 
corrupts the State governments, and corrupts the 
members of Congress. About two years ago, | 
saw an advertisement in the Union newspaper of 
|| this city, that no person who voted against a cer- 
tain bill could expect his friends to be retained 
|in any Department of the Government. A certain 
|| gentleman—a member of this House, with whom 
|| | was well acquainted, and who had expressed 
|| himself to me in strong terms against that bill, 
\| turned ciear round within three days, and voted 
|| otherwise. AndI knew all the time, that he had 
|| a relative in one of the Departments at a salary 
|| of $1,400. 
| But, sir, here is another thing going to show 
\| that the executive branch of the Federal Govern- 
ment has drifted far away from tts first moorings. 
I am not aceusing any particular Administration 
or officer. [ am notsure but this may have begun 
|| under General Washington. It was, at all events, 
‘| a great mistake. The Constitution requires that 
|| persons nominated for office by the President 
shall be confirmed by the consent of the Senate. 
The Constitution does not-expressly say how 
they shall be removed; but does any gentleman 
doubt its spirit and meaning—that if we had now 
to form a new constitution, should we require 
appointments to be confirmed by the Senate, and 
yet give the President the ~ of dismissal 
without the consent of the Senate? Just see 
| what that construction of the Constitution, 
allowing removals by the Executive alone, with- 
| out the Senate, has hal us to. It is the moving 
power of party spirit, and the great object of party 
combinations. 





| been drifting for many years towards this state of 
: . 
old States—and is all the time looking to the new 
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The very fact, that the President has power to 
remove everybody from office without cause 
shown, is conclusive proof of his power to con- 
trol political opinion through them and their 
fhionde. It is a power which leads to that violent 
party action which prevails everywhere in this 
country, and which has become so dangerous 
even to the Union itself. If we had adhered to 


the original, — import of the Constitution, | 
ent had claimed only the power of | 
suspending officers until a meeting of Congress, | 


and the Presic 


and then reauired the consent of the Senate for 
their removal, it would have taken from party 
machinery its moving power. It would then 
have been a difficult thing to remove any officer 
except for incompetency and dereliction of duty, 


and we should have been relieved from this con- | 


tinual change of office-holders every four years 
for party purposes. Whenever a new President 
is elected, everything is changed, because that ts 
what the party fought for. To the victors belong 
the spoils! 


Sut that is not all. The power of the President 


is not only increased by the enormous patronage 
which he exercises—and his patronage Is as great, 
if not greater than that of any other one man liv- 
ing—but it is increased from another source; I 


will not call it usurpation, but a power of much | 


pant magnitude than people generally imagine. 


allude to the message power. The Constitution | 


makes it the duty of the President to make a 
report or statement of the situation of the public 
afiairs at the meeting of each session of Congress, 
and to recommend such measures as he may deem 
expedient. 
dinary or unusual in that. The same thing is 
done by the heads of the Government in France, 
in Enel, 

those countries the messages are required to 
be brief, and confined to a simple statement of 
facts,and brief suggestion of measures. Wash- 
ington understood what was expected of him, as 
President, by the framers of the Constitution, 


and his messages were rarely more than short | 


hints, brief statements, and brief suggestions. 
But now this power is carried to such an extent, 
that the President and the heads of the several 
Departments, who sympathize with him, act 
together in getting up a message, and not only 
give a detailed account of the condition of the 
country, and specific announcement of measures, 
but an elaborate argument upon every point, pa- 
rading a sort of party platform to be adopted. 
And what is the effect?) The message goes to the 
country unanswered; and you cannot expect the 
people to keep their minds open and unbiased 
until they have an opportunity of reading the 
scattered replies from individual members of 
Congress many months afterwards. In the days 
of General Washington, the Preswent’s message 
was always accompanied by the answer of the 
two Houses. But, now, this wholesome practice 
is discontinued,and the message power has grown 
into a great party engine over the people as well 
as the Congress. 

It seems to me that this power is too vast. It 
ought to be limited toasimple statement of facts, 
and the suggestion of measures, without argu- 
ment or comment, and always to be answered by 
the two Houses. 

The English people have always been exceed- 
ingly jealous of this message power; and for that 
reason the House of Commons would never allow 
the King to make a long, set speech, or do more 
than to present a simple statement of facts, and 
brief suggestion of measures. They would never 
allow hin, by the aid of his ministers, to make 
an elaborate argument to go to the people unan- 
swered. But in this country, the representatives 
of the people are become so subservient to the 
executive recommendations unanswered, that even 
inthis House nothing can be carried, in the shape 
of an appropriation, until we ascertain whether 
it has been recommended by the Executive, or 
some of the Executive Departments. 

There should certainly be a harmonious un- 
derstanding between the Executive Departments 
and the Legislature; we want their knowledge of 
facts, and should always obtain it; we need, tov, 
all the reports from the Departments accompany- 
ing the message; but those are enough. But the 
message itself should be short, and never go to the 
country unanswered by Congress, if we mean to 
preserve the power and influence of the Legisla- 
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Well, sir, there is nothing extraor- | 


and, and in other Governments; but in | 


‘| ture, and save the country from sliding inté*a 
monarchy, or something worse. 
But all this is trifling, compared to the patron- 
age of the Executive. It is this that creates and 
| perpetuates party power, corrupting everything 
| it touches; corrupts the press, the people, the Con- 
gress, the Slate Governments, and prostrates the 
national Legislature at the feet of the national 
Executive. It corrupts the morals even of the 
people themselves, and perverts the moral sense 
of the nation. 
Mr. CADWALADER. In a debate, which 
occurred in the first week of January last, I 
made a few remarks in reply to some observa- 
tion of my colleague, [Mr. Broom,] on the sub- 
ject of the Philadelphia riots of 1844. I under- 
stand that, in the course of the last week, while 
the House was in Committee of the Whole, in 
/evening session, for general debate, my col- 
|| league made an elaborate rejoinder to my re- 
marks which had thus been made seven months 
before. I was not so fortunate as to be present 
when the speech of my colleague was delivered. 
I have looked from day to day, for a week, 
| for its publication, but have not as yet had the 

pleasure of seeing it in print. This I regret, be- 
cause the present is probably the last session of 
the House for general debate, and the last occa- 
|| sion before the adjournment when | could have 
obtained an opportunity of expressing my views 
| upon any parts of his speech which might have 
required notice on my part. Not having heard 
it, or had an opportui ity of reading it, | merely 
desire that the report of our debates may indi- 
cate the cause of my not having made a reply, if 
| the speech, when published, should appear to 
have required one. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I do not rise to 
| make a speech upon general politics. If any 
gentleman present desires to make a speech, | 
| have no motion to make, and will yield the floor. 
| There seems to be no member who desires to 
|| speak on the general oe of the country, and 

I therefore propose that the committee do now 
rise, and report to the House the resolutions in- 
troduced by me at an early part of the session, 
referring the various parts of the President’s 
annual message to their appropriate committees. 

Mr. WALKER. It seems to me that the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio ought not to 
be indorsed by the action of this committee this 
evening, for the reason that there has been a tacit 
understanding, on the part of members, that in 
these evening sessions nothing in the shape of 
business should be transacted. In my judgment, 
| the motion made by the gentleman necessarily 
| involves a matter of business. There is no 


| 








quorum here. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I will say to the gentle- 
man from Ababama, who, | understand from his 
| remarks of the other evening, to which I listened 
with pleasure, is a late convert to the present 
Administration and its proposed Democratic suc- 
cession, that I make this motion to rise and re- 
| port more out of respect to the presidential office 
| than to the matter contained in the message under 
consideration. Whenthe annual message was 
read in the House, it way my duty, as chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, accord- 
ing to the uniform custom, to move the usual 
resolution referring its various portions to the 
appropriate committees of the House. I did so, 
and these resolutions are now pending, and the 
only business before the committee. ‘This is the 
first time for several months when I could, under 
the rules, make the motion to report them to the 
House. : 
We are not acting to-night under the resolu- 
tion to which the gentleman has alluded. This, 
so far as any order of the House is concerned, 
may be regarded as a business session of the 
committee. Still I wish it understood, that I 
desire to take no advantage of any understanding 
in reference to this matter. If the gentleman 
from Alabama, acting, as I understand he does, 
in concert with the friends of the Administration, 
objects to my motion, | will not insist on it. I 
merely rise for the purpose of discharging what 
1 consider to be my duty, cut of respect to the 
presidential office, rather than the matter of the 
message. 

Mr. WALKER. Has the gentleman finished 

| what he has to say? 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I wiil yicld to the gentle- 





BE. 


man. 


| to the gentleman, and if he has not fin 
| he designs saying I will respectfull 
| 


| tee rise and report the resolutions referriy 
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He can go on and make hi 
will still retain the floor. 

Mr. WALKER. It is my purpose to reply 
ished What 


: wait fi 
todo so. I hope I will be allowed to hac, hin 


floor when the gentleman has finished. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. As I have already State;| 

I do not rise for the purpose of discussine okie’ 
ical subjects or the merits of the resoluis S 

| When I submitted the motion, that the co; 





3 remarks, I 


UlOns, 
nmit- 


| . 5 & the 
| President’s annual message, I did so “ 


res i 
| there was no other member who dalled at 
heard on general polities. - 
Mr. WALKER. Mr. Chairman, I am in thy 
_ habit of judging men by the animus which prompts 
what they say. I think I cannot be misled by 
the mere suavitur in modo; and I will Say that ] 
could not but be amused with the attempt made 
| by the gentleman from Ohio to delude this coy. 
mittee, and through the committee the country 
| with the idea, that his motion to rise and report 
| the annual message of the President was made 
| out of respect for the presidential office. I take 
| it, sir, that the respect one man has for another 
is to be ascertained by his general line of condyct- 
and I ask my friend from Ohio to put his finger 
on asingle act or vote of his at this session which 
demonstrates to the House and the country that 
he entertains for the President the respect which 
he would fain have us believe to-night? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I stated very distinctly, 
| that it was out of respect to the office, and not to 
| the matter of the message. The gentleman fro 
Alabama knows full well, as does every member 
| of this committee, that at home and here, in ref- 
| erence to general politics, | have avowed myself 
| the uncompromising foe of the present Adminis- 
| tration. I have not carried false colors. I have 
'not, thank God, voted to sustain the policy of 
| this Administration. I have been its political 
jenemy. I have no personal difficulty with the 
| Administration, or any of its members, I believe. 
| But politically, I tell the gentleman from Alaba- 

ma, I am now, as I have been from its incoming, 
| its uncompromising opponent. Jts policy has 
| brought much of irreparable wrong upon our 
country. You understand my position? 

Mr. WALKER. Fully. Itis precisely where 
I placed the gentleman. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have never been in any 
doubtful position in regard to it. 

Mr. WALKER. He attempts to draw a dis- 
tinction, so far as action is concerned, between 
the man and the station. Now, sir, you and [ 
remember the struggle which ensued during the 
attempt to organize this House, when the Presi- 
dent’s annual message was sent in. That was 
not a thing by which the character of the man 
was to be ascertained, or by which the estima- 
| tion in which he was held upon this floor as a 
man was concerned, but it was a governmental 
and official act, and,as such, if the gentleman 
| from Ohio had been governed by that distinction, 
he would not have taken the course which he 
| then did. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama ought to know, and if he does not know, 
the record will show the fact, that I introduced the 
usual resolution referring this message, and giving 
it all the courtesy to which it was entitled from 
the House. But the House itselfand the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
have up to this time refused to give it a reference; 
and the gentleman from Alabama himseM makes 
objection now to that reference which is usually 
given to the annual message of the President of 
the United States. 

Mr. WALKER. That matter should be set- 
tled by the Journal, and I leave it to the record. 

Now, passing from this thing, with which I 
have nothing to do, and coming dewn to the al- 
lusion he thought proper to make to myself, I 
have thisto say: when thy friend from Ohio says, 
in reference to the remarks I made the other 
night, that I was a new convert to the Adminis- 
tration, I can only say that he either did not hear 
me, or, if he did hear me, he certainly heard me 
say what I neverdreamed of saying. If 1 remem- 
ber aright, I made no allusion whatever to the 








entirely to the consideration of the question,what 
line of action I should take, not only as a south- 


Administration or its policy. I confined myself 
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porn and a southern raised man, but as one | 
all times would ses his hands upon the 
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on 
ete altar of our Constitution—as one who 
ee dark and perilous times would make an 
‘and an honest effort, to draw himself far 
ve the whirlpool of partyism—as one who fan- 
we he still hears the echo of the footsteps of the 
» eoie fathers, as they sound along the corridor | 
rime? My effort then was to place myself right | 
re—to place myself right before my own peo- 
ra ndeavored then to take a calm, clear, and 
mpassioned view of the whole political field. 
| sought to make no sectional speech. I sought 
.yoid speaking in a censorious spirit. I think, 
| remember what [ said, I indulged in no vitu- 
tion towards northern gentlemen. I spoke 
no boastful spirit of the character or temper of 
y own section. My effort was, as far as I could, 
.y call men back to the lessons of their earlier days, 
vhen their love of country was fresh, and en- 
:yor to win them from mere party, in the hopeful 
spirit that they might join me in the great and 
ious endeavor to drive from these Halis the 
jark demon of party back to his unholy den. 
if] know myself, this was the spirit and the }| 
only spirit which prompted me to speak that || 


night. I think my-acts upon this floor have 
shown—atleastI trust they have, and if they have 
not, | have done myself an unintentional injus- 
tice—I trust my acts, my general bearing, my 
votes in this House have shown, that I have not 
yet sunk into the low character of a mere parti- 
san. I trust | have been governed by higher and 
lofier impulses. I have doubtless committed | 
errors—have given hasty votes, though my name 
here and there appears upon our records, which 
in the course of time must become historical in || 
our country—that here and there my name ap- 
nears indorsing this measure and that which || 
hereafter may turn out to be unwise and wrong; 
yet, sir, [have endeavored to do what I believed 
for the time being was right and proper, what be- 
came me as a man, what I was called upon to do || 
or say as the representative of an honest and 
enlightened constituency. Why should we taunt 
each other? Why, because the other night, after 
[had taken a calm and deliberate survey of the 
entire field—after I had waited weeks and mouths | 
watching the motives of this and that leading 
man in the country, and listening to what was 
said by the supporters of these men, and the 
leaders of the parties in this House, in the hopeful 
spirit that, after noting all these demonstrations, 
1 had deliberately made up my mind to the conclu- | 
sion, that not only as a southern man, but as one 
cherishing a reverence for our Federal Constitu- 
tion, [ was constrained to sever my late party 
affiliations, and to ally myself to an antagonistic 
party. I ask, sir, why should that, to the mind 
of any man, open the door to anything like an 
impeachment of motives? I think no man can 


rise in his place to-night and say, that from the |) 


third of last December up to this hour I have 
not been governed by parliamentary courtesy in 
the debates in which I have participated. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, when [ rose to-night and | 
objected to the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [did not dream of being led into any debate. 
My reason for objecting was that these evening 
essions had been granted by the indulgence of 
the House for the avowed purpose of allowing 
gentlemen—to use a common phrase employed 
by the gentleman from Ohio—to define their po- 
sition on the presidential election. The House, 
in granting this indulgence, never supposed that 
the committee would undertake to transact any- 
thing in the form of business. Now, I take it for 
granted that the reference of the President’s mes- 
Sage is a mere matterof form; but if the commit- 
tee be called on to vote upon his proposition, : 


either in the affirmative or negative, that vote in- || 


aaa ‘ . ° 
Volves necessarily the transaction of business. 
And without intending—as a matter of course— | 


to give offense to the gentleman from Ohio, I || 


must say that it is, in my judgment, an act not | 
of good faith toward the committee. For that 
reason, and for that alone, I objected. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I will repeat again what 
I said a while ago, that the resolution providin 
for evening sessions, at which no business shoul 
¢ done, terminated in the forepart of this week; 
So that this is really—so far as the committee | 
18 concerned—as much a business session of the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 
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| an appropriation bill amounting to some eleven 
| millions of dollars. Now, I care but little about 


holds to the office of President 


| those ‘‘ inseparable ligaments 
| his language—which, like the Siamese twins, 


| very much whether his own colleague from the 


| Mr. Frémont or for Mr. somebody else. How- 
| ever, I will say to the gentleman, that if he ex- 


|| ever written. 


—— —_-> — — 


as that was a business session in which we passed || of that, because I think you will never get Mr. 


juchanan elected. 

Mr. WALKER, May we never be inflicted 
with such an Administration as the gentleman 
would help to inaugurate ! 

Mr. CAMPBELL. May the country be spared 
from the disasters which would follow the elec- 
tion of the gentleman's candidate standing on the 
Cincinnati platform! 

Mr. FAULKNER. Do I understand the gen- 


tleman from Ohio, when he makes his motion, as 


it; and I want gentlemen to understand that I 
have shown a disposition to treat the annual 
message of the President, as it usually has been 
treated, with that courtesy which is due to that 
official document. Therefore I propose to take 
it out of committee and have it distributed to 
committees. But if the friends, either of the 
present Administration or of the candidates whom 
they nore to elect—conneeted as they are by in- || indicating that these evening discussions are to 
separable ligaments—do not wish this courtesy || terminate after to-night? 
extended to the President, I, of course, shall not Mr. CAMPBELL. | stated that I would not 
insist upon it. } make the motion if any member of the committee 
Mr. WALKER. This is not the first time | desired to discuss general politics; but as there 
that the committee or the House have been satis- | was no member indicating such a desire, I re- 


| fied of the Chesterfieldian raising and manner of | garded it to be my duty, as chairman of the 
| the gentleman from Ohio, and he knows well how 
| to use it in his political movements. Now, Mr. 
| Chairman, the gentleman from Ohio says he is 
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Committee of Ways and Means, to ask that the 
resolutions referring the President’s annual mes- 
sage should be taken up and disposed of. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman does not 
precisely understand my question. What I asked 
was, whether these evening sessions for general 
debate were to extend beyond this evening? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Not for general debate, so 
faraslamconcerned. Itis very likely the House 
may hold evening sessions for the purpose of legis- 
lation; but | think it is time that this rambling 
debate were closed. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I had intended to avail 
myself of some opportunity, before these even- 
ing sessions had closed, to present my views upon 
the general politics of the country; but having just 
arrived in the city, after having traveled two hun- 
dred and sixty miles to-day, | am not in a condi- 
tion to speak this evening, and I desire only to 
J g say, that if no other opportunity presents itself, 
Ashtabula district [Mr. Gippieés] could tell us, | | shall, with the consent of the committee, print 
if he were here, whether the gentleman is for | my remarks. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish only to remark that, 
in what | said just now as to evening sessions, I 
spoke only for myself; of course | have no power 
to speak for the House. ‘The House may extend 
these evening sessions for debate up to Monday 
| next, for anything that 1 know. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have no idea of 
making a speech, nor do | wish to make any ob- 


governed in his motion by the respect which he 





Mr. CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) And in the 
discharge of my duty as chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means—both. 

Mr. WALKER. I will not say that the last 
is an afterthought. The gentleman speaks of 
**__| think that was 


united the friends of the Administration with 
those gentlemen who, for the time being, are 
working with them, so far as the presidential 
election is concerned. Now, I do not exactly 
know where the gentleman plants himself. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Iam against Buchanan. 
Mr. WALKER. Undoubtedly; but I doubt 





pects to make capital out of his conduct 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman 
whether the ‘* Mr. somebody else’’ that he speaks 
of, is the candidate he helped to nominate at 
Philadelphia last February? 
Mr. WALKER. Not at all; because I do not 


| think my friend from Ohio has half enough con- mg to the reporting of the resolution proposed 
| servatism to take him. Now, I was about tosay | 
| this: that if the gentleman from Ohio desires to 


yy the gentleman from Ohio; but I will simply re- 
mark that, if we adopt the resolutions now and 
| make capital against the candidate for the Presi- | refer the message, it will be a mere matter of 
| dency, against whom he is fighting, it seems to | form. All the committees have acted; they have 
me that any apparent mark of disrespect to the | discharged their duties as they have thought 
Administration by those who support a candidate | proper, and they have no time now to take up 
| who has upheld the Administration, could be || the annual message and consider it during the 
| used by the gentleman as a weapon against the | present session, if the message should be referred 
candidate whose defeat he desires. to them. 
3ut let us pass from this mere idle talk. 1 Mr. CAMPBELL. I will say, in reply to the 
have this remark to make in conclusion, that I | argument of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, that 
| have not been, and am not now, an Administra- | he knows very well that the present Congress 
tion man. I think that as far back as last March, | does not expire until the 4th of March next, and 
or February, | took the ground on this floor that, | there are many things in that message which will 
so far as the Administration was concerned, I, || have to be acted upon the next session. But if 
in my action as a member of the House, should || he, as a particular and devoted friend of the Pres- 
be guided entirely by what I deemed to be right | ident, does not wish to have the message referred, 
and proper; that whenever the action of the Gov- | 1 say to him, as | said to the gentleman from 
ernment was, in my judgment, wise and judi- | Alabama, that I shall not insist upon the refer- 
| cious, and within the purview of the Constitu- || ence, although I shall vote for it. 
tion, | should indorse that action; and that'| Mr. JONES. So shall I vote for it; and I dis- 
whatever was a departure from its principles or | tinctly announced at the outset that | had no ob- 
from wise policy, | should condemn. I made at | jection to make to the motion of the gentleman 
that time some brief comments on the character | from Ohio. But while it is true, as the gentleman 
and subject-matter of the annual message, and 1 | says, that this Congress does not expire until the 
| think I then spoke of it in general terms of praise, | 4th of March next, it is also true that the com- 
| that, so far asits style was concerned, ] had rarely | mittees expire with the present session of Con- 
read a better State paper; that it had this singu- | gress. The gentleman knows very well that, 
| lar merit, rarely to be found even in State docu- || at the commencement of the next session, the 
ments—clearness of statement; that in regard to | Speaker will appoint new committees. 
constitutional questions affecting the rights of Mr. CAMPBELL. But the gentleman from 
the South, it was one of the ablest arguments | Tennessee understands the system under which 
But at the same time [ stated dis- || we legislate too well not to knew, that, while the 
tinctly that I was no Administration man, and | committees change, the business referred to them 
| never expected to be an Administration man. I || remains the same. It remains in the committee 
| never have been. I ever guide myself by what | rooms as unfinished business. 
| I believe to be correct principles and good policy. Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Ohio 1s 
When I[ depart from that course of action [am || mistaken again. Whatever is referred to com- 
| afraid that, like the gentleman from Ohio, | will || mittees during this session falls at the close of 
| be swayed by mere party bias. | the session, and must be referred again at the 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Do I understand the gen- || next session, to give them jurisdiction. And, 
tleman to say that he never expects to be an | sir, the gentleman well knows that at the open- 
| Administration man? ing of another session the President will again 
Mr. WALKER. I did say so. || communicate, by message, to the two Houses 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, I have no doubt'' of Congress; and then again will come up the 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


{ 


res = 


ey NTI 





. 


2046 __'THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


question of reference to the various committees 
of the House. Then, if we take up these resolu- 
tions now, and parcel out this message among 
the committees of the House, as has always been 

custom, it will simply be a matter of form. 
fi will only enable us to say that we have not 
left the message in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union until the close of the session, 
but have taken it up, and referred it to the appro- 
priate committees of the House. The gentleman 
from Ohio does not expect, nor does any gentle- 
an eXped t, that any committee will read in com- 
mittee-room the poruon of the message referred 
to them under these resolutions. But, neverthe- 
less, | shall not, as | have said, interpose any 
objection to the resolutions, if the gentleman from 
Olio sees fit to press them. 

Messrs. GOODE and PRINGLE gave notice 
that ifthey should have no opportunity to address 
the committee, they would print remarks upon 
gene ral topics. 

Leave was granted by the committee. 

Mr. LEVCHER. Mr. Chairman, there is a part 
of the reeord of this Congress which has been 
made out to night by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Simmons,] and i propose now to fur- 
nish my partof that record, as | think it should be 
compl te before this session closes. My friend 
has entertained us with a speech this evening 
which has been characterized by more than his 
usual ingenuity. He has undertaken to demon- 
strate that the Government has grown eXtrava- 
gant and prodigal in its expenditures; that they 
have been increasing from year to year untl 
they have become absolutely frightful in his esti- 
mation. Now, sir, in order to make the record 
complete, [intend to show that my friend, and 
those who are associated with him, are much more 
censurable for the expenditures than ary other 
gentlemen in Congress. ‘he appropriations have 
been passed by their votes, and upon them rests 
the responsibility. 

The first specification is, that the expenses of 
the judiciary in the States and Territories have, 
within the last three or four years, increased to 
an amount almost incredible. The fact is so, sir. 
The gentleman has told you the truth. He will 
recollect that, some years ago, when the present 


bill regulating the fees of marshals, clerks, and | 


atiorneys, was introduced into this House, | 
opposed its passage, upon the ground that it 
removed all the restraints upon excessive expend- 
iture that then existed, and the necessary result 
would be a greatly increased expenditure to carry 
on the operations of the Federal courts, That 
was my prediction then, and experience has 
proved its aceuracy. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Does the gentleman mean 
to say that | introduced it? 

Mr. LETCHER 1 donot; but the gentleman 
is vow in the third year of his service in this 
House, and he has not yet set about the reform 
of these judiciary abuses. He ought to have 
given us on this subject the benefit of his practice 
at an earlier period; and if he had done so, we 
would most probably have been saved from his 
theories to-night. 

How is it in regard to another item of expend- 
iture incurred during the present session of this 
House? The gentleman from New York has 
voted to pay every man who has come here con- 
testing the seat of a member in this body. If I 
mistake not, he has actually voted to pay per 
diem and mileage to one contestant who did not 
— tocome here in accordance with any law, 
sutcame here in defiance of all law, and claimed, 
not that he had obtained more votes than Mr. 
Whitfield, but that Mr. Whitfield himself had not 
been duly and legally elected. Mr. Reeder never 
claimed that he was fairly elected in a contest 
with Whittield. He never claimed that he went 
before the people of Kansas under any law what- 
ever. He claimed that he went there as a candi- 
daie, on his own hook; and after that election, 
which was held just one week later in the order 
of tume than the regular election, he came forward 
and asked the House to oust Mr. Whitfield—not, 
however, | imagine, with the remotest idea that 
he could raise eighty-eight men in this Hall who 
would vote to give him the seat. What idea he 
may have had in regard to getting the money out 
of the Treasury, if he chose to come here to spend 
the ume aa contest, ldo not know; nor de | 


know whether he has charged per diem up to the | chief men in running them up to a high figure. || 





| is ; Be 
day thet Whitfield was ousted. He certainly ' 


was not here more than one third of the time 
during the entire session; and it seemsto me that 
while my friend from New York is talking about 
taking care of the public money, he ought to have 
ascertained whether he was voting pay to Reeder 
for more time than he spent in actual attendance 


|} on the House. As it stands now, what 1s the 


state of the case? My friend has actually voted 
to pay him for the time he was employed in 
stumping the States of New York, Illinois, and 
Indiana, preaching resistance to the laws of the 
land, and raising a general disturbance through- 
out the country in behalf of free Kansas. It 
does seem to me, considering his age and experi- 
ence, that his practice is wretchedly bad. His 
theory, however, would pass muster tolerably 


| well. (Laughter. ] 


Let me illustrate this case. , Suppose, in the 


| old, settled, conservative State of New York, 
| and in the district which my friend represents 
| here with so much ability, some lawless, dis- 
| satisfied politician, a week after the regular 


election had been held, and not content with 
the result, should determine to be a candidate, 


| and,at an election agreed upon by amob, should 
| receive some thousands of votes, and then come 
here to contest his right to his seat, and eighty- | 


eight southern men should vote to put my friend 


| out, and put the contestant in, what would be 
| thought of such an outrage? What invectives 
| would he not indulge in against the southern 
| slaveholders? And how could we sustain our- 
| selves at home, and justify our votes, in such a 
| case, to our constituents? Could we explain a 


vote which depleted the Treasury to the extent of 


| $4,000 to pay a contestant under such circum- 
stances ? Could we, with the slightest justice, set || 


up a claim to be considered economists ? 


Let me try his practice on another point. I 


think my friend from New York voted for all the 
book resolutions; that he voted for printing a 


| monstrous number of the Kansas investigating 
| committee reports; that he has been for printing 


an extra number of every document that came in 


| the way. If I am not mistaken, he voted for print- | 
| ing the Japan expedition, at which he took a fling 


or two to-night. [Laughter.] Was it not so? 


He nods. Yes, sir, it was so. He frankly ac- || 


knowledges the corn. [Great laughter.] 
Let us look at his practice again. He tells you 
that the means of this Government ought to be 


| husbanded; that they ought not to be wasted 


upon improper objects; that we must rely on 


| duties on imports, and the proceeds of the sales 


of the public lands for the necessary means to 


keep the Government in operation. All this is | 
| excellent theory; yet it strikes me that he voted | 


for every solitary bill donating land to railroads 


| which has been passed at this session. Have 


you not so voted, my friend ? 
Mr. SIMMONS. Ido not know. I voted for 


| all | thought proper. 


Mr. LETCHER. He voted for all he thought 


| proper! If he will look at the Journal he will 
_ find that he voted for every railroad bill that has 
| been introduced, and therefore he considered 
| every oneeminently proper. At this rate it seems 


to me he would soon deprive us of all the lands, 


| and necessarily cut the Government off from a 
| very considerable amount of its revenue. 
He 


inthe next place tells you, that the Govern- 
ment has embarked in a general system of build- 


ing court-rooms, custom-bhouses, and post-offices, 


all over the country; that it had embarked in it for 


| the purpose of making a fair distribution of the 
| revenue amongst the various localities throughout 
| the Union. Did the gentleman vote against any 
| of them ? 
Mr. SIMMONS. Not against many of them. | 

| (Laughter. 
| Mr. LETCHER. He voted for all that were | 


proposed, and I feelentirely satisfied that he would 
have voted for as many more if they had been 
proposed. He voted for custom-houses last year 
which were proposed to be built at various points, 
and he has voted for appropriations to enlarge 
every one that he voted to build last year. He 
voted to enlarge the one at Buffalo; he voted to 
enlarge the one at Chicago; he voted to enlarge 
the one at Toledo; he voted to enlarge the one at 
Cieveland. {Laughter.] So faras large expendi- 
tures are involved here, he has been one of the 


/ nent, and bring them in this way to ‘he ay, 


| Globe shall be sent out, the people may 
| to see who it is that makes complaints 


| money to sustain Collins’ line, French spolia 


| Nag’s Head,”’ and every other place tha; 


| laughter.] There are a vast number of them ¢} 


_ August 11, 


In fact, I do not recollect anything ea}! , 
expenditure of money that hie has vored 

Well, sir, | might go on and enuny ry 
many other things that he has voted! foy 
these items, because they are som ow) 


of the country; so that, when the Congress, 
by Pnabhi, { 
about 
expenditures, and yet votes away the 


ODle se 


bills, and their lands to build railroads. 


There is, however, another item of expeyg 


_ ture. How many river and harbor bills has ».. 
' gentleman from New York voted for this sessjo,: 


Mr. SIMMONS. I have not voted fo, 
many as I would like. a 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman is ready ; 
vote for ** Big Sodus” and ** Little Sodus.” ¢ 


May 


be named. He thinks that all the little streay., 
of the country should be widened and de: pened 
I do not know how it will be, but 1 would joy}. 


| surprised, if some of our river and harbor frieq. 


here should bring forward a bill to supply 4, 
streams with the requisite quantity of water, a; 
some of them are sadly in want of it. [Grea 


iat 


have not water enough, and he that can furnish 


| it will, beyond all doubt, be esteemed a grea; 


public benefactor. We passed a bill to-day, jy 


| which we allowed a steamboat owner $130), 
| because, after he had made a fair contract with t! 

| Government, Providence did not furnish as puch 
| water for the stream as he had anticipated. 
| [Laughter.} It was voted through—my friend 


from New York amongst the number of its sup- 
sorters. lt have never seen such a hurrah in the 

ouse since I have been a member of it. The 
proceedings looked more like the act of a public 


| meeting than of a deliberative assembly. You 
| would have thought there were no rules for the 
| government of the body. It was passed amid 
| ** noise and confusion’’ far worse than ever af- 


flicted General Cass. [Laughter.] 
Let me call attention to another fact. The 


| President has tried to stop some of these expend- 


itures. He has vetoed three or four of the river 
and harbor bills, thus performing his duty in 
attempting tocheck the expenditure of the people's 
money; and how did my friend from New York 


| vote on the vetoes? Every time against the Pres- 


ident, and for the expenditure; and, if the Pres- 


| ident were to send in forty vetoes, he would vote 


against each and all of them. 

Just here permit me to notice another idea of 
my friend from New York. He told us that the 
President wielded vast power over this House, 


| and the country; that his annual message manu- 
| factured public opinion, regulated public senti- 
| ment; that it rallied around him a strong body of 


friends; that it was calculated to have this effect 


| because no answer followed it; and that the peo- 


ple, therefore, aa read the argument on one side 
of the questions discussed in the message. 
Now, sir, it strikes me that answers enough, 


| such as they were, have followed the messages 
| at this session. As to the power of these answers 
| to influence the minds of the people, that is 

another question, But, sir, while the President’s 


power is so great, will the gentleman explain to 
me, if his theory be true, how itis that there was 
a majority of two thirds in each’ House of Con- 
gress to overrule him in his vetoes? Does the 
gentleman apprehend danger from the executive 
ower in this country, when he can get, in both 
Iouses of Congress, two thirds of each body 
who will overrule the action of the Presideat upon 
the mere question of the expenditure of money 


for the improvement of rivers and harbors? If 


| any one fact could go to show that the veto power 


was not a dangerous power, the history and ex- 
perience of this session would demonstrate that 
fact beyond all doubt. Let the veto power be 
upheld. If oftener exercised, the people would 


have cause to rejoice. 


Well, sir, there was another thing gotten up in 
this House, which my friend from New York 
voted $10,000 for—and that was this roving com- 


| mission which was sent to Kansas to gather u? 
_ material to be used in the coming election. He voted 
_for that; and after the expenditure of p1/,U0", 


after the time spent by that committee wiih Us 
clerks, its marshals, its secretaries, how much 
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e, Lask, did all their labor have over the 
vc and the votes of members of this House 
saining the legality or illegality of Whit- 
tion, or in settling the question as to his 
» retain his upon this floor? Will 
admit that, before this committee 
to Kansas, before they wrote one solitary 
¢ that book, he would have voted to turn 
id out of his seat, as quickly as he would 
irreturn? How m&ny votes have been 
ed by the action of the committee? Does 
vine that a half dozen members have ever 

re mass of irrelevant matter collected by 

Has there been a solitary vote change d 
If not, it certainly was a useless expendi- 

of mone y, and the gentleman must be he ld 
fore the country as one of the guilty parties 

have increased the annual expenditures of 

Government to that extent. 

tl have curiosity to know exac - dag 

et of my friend’s speech to-night. Was i 
ded to furnish a chart to guide his ae 
dsin the coming presidential canvass? Was 
ytended to suggest to the minds of the people 
propriety and duty of arraigning the Presi- 

yt of the United States at the bar of the coun- 

y, and holding him and the Democratic party 
responsible for the expenditures of the Govern- 

Was it intended to enact over again the 
s of 1840, when deceptive and ingenious 
cards were prepared to show the annual expend- 
tures of the Government from the time of Wash- 
ction down? Was that the object? Was that 
ntentl ont Did he mean to make the impres- 
that the Democratic party here had voted 
money, While he and his friends had resisted 
irextravagance? I cannot very well imagine 
w bet othe r object he could have had in view; and 
loes seem to me, if that was the object, he 
clit, at least, when he asks the people to con- 
demn the President, to state that he and his party 
friends have voted the money which makes up 
$79,000,000 per annum. 

My friend from New York had another idea, 
which struck me as a novelty in this age of the 
rid; and that was, that the Federal Govern- 
it should be collector of the means and money 
ich should be distributed, at due intervals, to 
the various States, to enable them to meet their 
annual State expenditures. I take the liberty of 
informing my friend that this is not a consoli- 
dated Government yet, but it would become a 
consolidated Government ve ry soon if his the ory 
shall be adopted. Whenever you undertake to 
centralize power he sre, to turn the attention of 
the States to the Federal Government for the 
means of meeting their annual expenditures, you 
will have the States as subservient—ay, 
more so—than the gentleman seems to suppose 
the represe ntatives of the pe ople now are to the 

cutive power. You will destroy everything 

ik ike State independence—eve rything like a regard 
for State rights and sound State policy-, whenever 
you make them even partially depe sndent upon 
Federal Government for their annual means 

of support. Does the gentleman desire to see 
such a state of things as this brought about? 
mt wild it be a picture which would please his 
icy, to see the great empire State coming four 
nes a year, and asking from the Federal Treas- 
ury an assignment of her portion of the means 
here collected, to enable her to pay off her annual 
expenditures? Yet the gentleman says it must 
come to that, or very soon the States of Virginia, 

New York, and Pe nnsylvania, will be in the con- 
ditt on of the States of Mississippi and Illinois— 
not able to pay their debts. I trust in God the y 
ever may be able, if their ability to do so is 
pendent upon a sacrifice of State dignity and 
late independence. [ hope to see the States 
ver maintain their independent position towards 

Kederat Government—mainiain their rights, 

d the cherished principles and doctrines for 
which the Demoersiic party has always con- 
nde “ with the spirit which has ever character- 
ized them, from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment to the present time. 

_I do not recollect that my friend from New 
York made any other point in his speech; and I 
Should not have felt myself called upon to reply 
'o his remarks but for the fact that I thought 

y Were caleulated to place the President and 
Democratic party in a false position before 
ie country, 


seat 


friend 


some 


soon 


n> 


if : 
| people that the Republican 


| intended to give is one 
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| fF which the 
rentleman from New York is a leader — 
as a general rule, voted f 
of this session, and 


have, 
expenditures 
ttormly voted for all 
the measures which President has vetoed. 
The President has endeavored to reduce the ex- 
penditures, while they have 
them. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I will consume but little of 
the time of the committee in reply. The view I 
re lating to the general 
policy of this Government, comprising the oper- 
ation of all its departments, legislative, executive, 


, 


nave un 
the 


voted to increase 


| and judicial, from the time of Washington down 


to the present, and thereby showing an insens!- 
ble departure from first principles—a departure 
which we are not aware of, except we measure 
from long periods of time, and compare them with 
one another. lt was not my Intention to throw 
all the blame upon the executive department of 
the Government; and I had no idea of spe 
for any electioneering purposes w hatever, 
further than what I might say might 
arouse all parties of the country to a due consid- 
eration of the drift of the Federal branch of the 
Government. 

Now, sir, in respect to my own insignificant 
part in these affairs, it is of no consequence what- 
ever. I know that, since I have had the honor of 


aking 
any 


possibl Vv 


| a seat upon this floor, there have been many ap- 


propriations of large amounts made for internal 


|| would have the surplus revenue 
| wants of the 


| and I will continue to vote 


}; money 
| Support the State governme nts, 


| ral Government on the part of the States. 


improvements of one kind or another, and a great 
many for other things. | am willing to acknowl- 
edge to the gentlemen that [ would not have voted 
for many of those things which I have voted for if | 
could ace omplish the great national policy which 
underliesit, and leave the revenue of the country, 
all beyond the real wants of the Government, di- 
rected to its owners, the men that pay the money. 

beyond the 
Federal Government divided among 
the States in just proportion. I 
States themselves as the partners, the owners, 
the boss of this whole concern. The Federal 
Government is only another agent for the people, 
just as the State governments are only the agents 
of the people; so the Representatives, the Pres- 
ident, and ail the Departments of the Federal 
Government, are but the agents of the same 
people. 

Now, the gentleman says that [ voted for this, 
that, and the other thing. Undoubtedly I did; 
fF such things until 
this radical change . Whenever the 
shall be rightfully directed, one half to 
and the other 
half tothe National Government in time of peace, 
l will cease so to vote. 1 do not appre hend any 
further degeneracy or servility then to the Fede- 
The 
people understand the matter too well, as they 
will show when called on by the Federal Gov- 
ernment to return the money advanced to the 
States under General Jackson’s administration. 
The people know full well themselves what to do 
with the money. Perhaps | would not go so far 
as Adam Smith in saying, thatafter all a govern- 
ment comes more from the inetine stive yond sense of 
the people than from the persons in office,| butcomes 
nearly tothat. We have arevenue of $75,000,000 
a year, and what are we to do with it?) Would the 
gentleman [Mr. Lercuer] consider, that it would 
be a wise thing for us to sit here and refuse to 
vote away money, when we have got such a sur- 


consider the 


I can get 


plus in the national Treasury, for the necessary 


improvement of rivers and harbors, and sue ha 
things, even though the States themselves could 
not make them? No,sir; as long as thissystem 
of getting twice as much money into the national 
Treasury as that branch of the Government needs 
continues, I shall be way 
or other. If not distributed directly into the 
hands of the State Legislatures, then I shall £0 
for giving it in the next best way, even for school- 
houses and common highways. I think the 
money would do the people more cood in that 
way than to have it distributed among office- 
holders. [ go upon that principle, that to the peo- 


for distribuling it some 


| ple who pay it into the Treasury belongs all the 


| surplus. 


| admitted by the 
Let it go forth to the American || But it seems there is now some skepticism there, || own action, and for that alone. 


My opinion is, that the General Gov- 
ernment has the power, and ought to make all 
national improvements. I believe this was once 
Representatives from Virginia. 


and indeed on all side The is nod 
that is not doubted, when we co } 
uons of the meaning of the Constitut 

oa } - 

The Fenuleman trom y rina ‘ i 8 
friends here have be resis 
tional all appropriations for railroads, w e mem- 
bers from all other sectiens of the country are 


voting for these ind the gentl 
man has hardly enough left to order the yeas 


and nays. | 


appropriations, 


vest to him that it is nota 


sug: WISt 
policy for any individual to follow his | er 
notions too closely, and let all ideas of interest 
go by the board. lt would prefer, myself, to have 
this money divided and restored to the States ac- 


cording to Federal. represent ‘i ause this 


would be a more equal and e juitable division than 


ition, bee 


the other mode now being adopted; but | go for 
the best I can ret—anything to save its vbemg 


used as a corrupuon fund by the national Gov- 
ernment. 
I would have this done, not by 

tion as now practiced, but bya ceneral law divid- 
ing the surpius funds from quarter to quarter, 
which would be binding and conclusive, for no- 
body would dare think of repealing it. [| believe 
that the States would better understand how to 
apply this money for purposes of education, and 
of internal improvements, and 
as they chose, than Congress. 

But the gentleman [Mr. Lercuer] comes from 


special legisla- 


such other pur- 


poses 


a State which prefers to leave her share of the 
money in the Treasury, divided under General 
Jackson’s administration, and run into debt for 


the means of building railroads and canals. 
That, it seems to me, is throwing away a great 
practical advantage for the sake of a metaphysical 
theory. I think there is money enough raised 
by indirect taxation to support both branches of 
the Government, and the people have too much 
sense to give up that system and resort to direct 
taxation. I believe that we ought to have a 
moderate tariff, by duties on imports, to encourage 


our own industry and arts, and not have the 
currency of the country reduced, as Mr. Buch- 
anan once said, so as to bring down the price of 


labor to ten cents per day. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I have attempted to show 
that the expenses of the General Government 
have become enormous. I do not suppose that 


the President and his Secretaries misapply or 
steal the money, but still it seems to me that our 
present practice is a wide departure from the 
original policy of Washington 
— idea of building these 


and Jefferson. 


two great wings to the 


Capitol would not have been tolerated one mo 
ment in Mr. Jefferson’s day. I refer to these 
things to show that the people themselves have 
been perverted and corrupted by the evils of 


party spirit—a result, you know, which General 
Washington prophesied, in his Farewell Address. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. My friend 
from New York saw proper to lug in my own 
State, together with the State of Illinois, 
he was advocating the general policy, which he 
insists upon, that the Feder: pera ‘rnment should 
collect the revenue, not only to be used for the 
purposes of the General Government, but that 
it should absolute ly collect the whole of th: 
enue intended to be distributed for State 
In connection with that argument, the honorable 
gentleman from New York saw proper to state 
that the State which | have the 
sentin part on this floor, together with the gallant 
State of Illinois, had repudiated their debts; and 
my friend from Virginia saw proper to allude to 
the same question. Now, I wish to say to my 
friend from Virginia—— 

Mr. LETCHER. I will save my friend from 
Mississippi that part of his speech, if he will 
allow me to explain. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I know that my friend from 
Virginia did nothing more than quote, Without 
indorsement, the remarks of the member from 
New York. I wish to say, that Missis ippi, in 
her conduct, has followed the precepts of \ 
ginia’s brightest son, Thomas Jefferson, of whom 
my friend from Virginia is a worthy dis 
Jefferson entertained an opinion which mas m 
strange to some gentlemen, that when ma 
into the world he did not come precisely like a 


when 


rev- 
purpose Ss. 


honor to re pre- 


terrapin, with a shell upon his back, with the 
burden of another generation clinging to fim, 
but he came into the world responsib 
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sees ts 


Lipa ay Pe 2 


ne Ra, 


ee a I NTE HN NOIRE SDM TTI 
’ jet BCS ATE I TT 


Le 
i 


a0 er Gree gente om 


eT ee eee ere ea 


ee etal 


ee 


ary 


PRET 


Ss 


hae Seer ~ 


areas 


» 


Zs 


ss Soe Lm 





2048 


argument of Jefferson, and it was the argument 
of another of Virginia’s sons, whose brilliant 
genius has given immortality to the name of John 
Taylor, of Caroline. Then, sir, Mississippi is 
following in the footsteps of illustrious prede- 
cessors; she is carrying out the teachings of dis- 
tinguished statesmen. 

sut, in reference to the charge made by the 
gentleman from New York, I undertake to say 
that the State of Mississippi has never repudiated 
her debts—never! never! never! When the 
framers of the constitution of that State went 
into convention, they had seen that the funding 
system in Europe was more mighty in oppress- 


ing the people than even the thunders of cannon | 


or the point of the bayonet. They had seen 
kings and dynasties upheld by this funding 
system, and they had seen that all the moneyed 
aristocracy of Europe had become interested in 
sustaining them—in sustaining a system which 
imposed heavy burdens upon the masses of 
the people. The State of Mississippi, seeing and 
understanding this, did not, as certain States will 
do, which will after awhile repudiate their debts; 


but she gave notice in a written form, by her || 


organic law, that she would only be responsible 
for debts or loans created in pursuance of her 
written constitution, where it reads as follows, 
to wit: 


«That no law shall be passed to raise a loan of money 
upon the credit of the State, or pledge the faith of the State 
for the payment or redemption of any loan or debt, unless 
such bill be passed in the Senate or House of Representa- 
tives, and be agreed to by a :najority of the members of each 
House, and entered on their Journals, with the yeas and 
nays taken thereon, and be referred to the next succeeding 
Legislature, and published for three months next previous 
the next election, in three newspapers of the State; and 
unless a majority of each branch of the Legislature so 
elected after such publication shall agree to and pass such 
law ; and in such case the yeas and nays shall be taken and 
spread upon the Journals of each House.’’ 


We thus gave notice to the world that this was 


our form of government, and that the people of 
Mississippt would never become respeusible for 
any debt which was not created in accordance 
with her constitution. Now, sir, when those 
bonds were about being negotiated to Nicholas 
Ziddle, he took the constitution of the State, to- 
gether with the charter, submitted them to, and 
procured the advice of, such menas Daniel Web- 
ster, Robert J. Walker, and Horace Binney, who 
gave as their opinion that, issued as they were 
in violation of the constitution of the State, they 
were void. Well,sir, under these circumstances 
he purchased the bonds. It was after the United 
States Bank of Pennsylvania, had commenced 
the issuance of post notes to keep grinding the 
people a month or two longer, that he made this 
ymirchase. This purchase was made to enable 
bien to obtain money from the capitalists of Eu- 
rope to sustain the bank of which he was pres- 
ident. 

Now, it is a principle in equity that he who 
trusts most must lose most. The world had gen- 
eral,and Mr. Biddle had special, notice through 
the constitution and the charter under which the 
bonds were issued, that the issuance and sale of 
such bonds were void and a violation of the rights 
of the people; for no charter authorizing the 
issuance of such bonds was ever passed in pur- 
suance of the requisitions of the constitution. 
And this fact the people have declared at the 
ballot-box—not to avoid the payment of a debt, 
but to sustain their written form of government 
against the machinations of a moneyed aristoc- 
racy and a soulless corporation. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the permis- | 


sion of the gentleman from New York, I wish to 
_ ask whether | understood him correctly, that the 
States would never pay back the surplus which 
was distributed to them during General Jackson’s 
administration? 

Mr. SIMMONS. I said they would not be 
very likely to be called on to pay it back. 

Mr. JONES. Now, sir, I ask the gentleman 
from Mississippi, and the gentleman from New 
York can answer, if it was not a condition upon 
which the money of the Government was de- 
posited with the States, that before they should 
receive it, the Legislatures should pledge the faith 
of the States that they would return the money 
when called for? That was the condition. Now 
i submit, that if the General Government was to 
call for this money, and the States refuse to 
pay, it would be pothing but naked repudiation, 


_; his State. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


| which, in my opinion, Mississippi was never 


guilty of. 


Mr. SIMMONS. Illinois and Mississippi 


| received the money and applied it to their own | 
| uses, and afterwards, when the stocks fell and | 
|| there was a scarcity of money throughout the | 
| country, they alleged that their agents were not | 
I see a great many grounds of | 
| excuse for both States, on the ground of neces- | 


| duly authorized. 


, sity, and of railroad stocks. I can excuse them; 
| but, after all, the example is one not to be imi- 
tated. It is not right, where money has been re- 
ceived bya State through its agents, though con- 
trary to instructions, and then used by the State, 
to refuse to refund it. I never heard of a court 
deciding, when a man consented to receive the 
| benefit of what his agent had done, that he could 
plead want of authority in the agent, without 
refunding what he had received. Let that be as 
it may, what I[|linois and Mississippi did, they 
| did under a strong necessity. The 


subjected them to great sacrifices and embarrass- 

ments, and compelled them to pay four or five 
| times as much as they had agreed to pay. 

Mr. WRIGHT. If what the gentleman states 

be true, it will put my State under an obligation 

| to discharge the debt. But my friend is mistaken. 


Whenever the representative ceases to act under || 


| the authority of his Government he ceases to be 


its agent. The power of the agents of a State is | 


limited by the constitution they are sworn to 
support. The gentleman says that they received 
the money. 


and not the agents of the State 
Mr. SIMMONS. 
| opposed to a State borrowing money from men 


| living abroad, three thousand miles off, and after | 


it has been expended in the construction of rail- 


roads, then refusing to pay it back, on the | 


ground of no power in the agent to borrow it. 


without placing the lender in statu quo. 


from Virginia, and I will then conclude. 
seems to think he has discovered a sovereign 


money than it ought to receive. He sees one 
Simmons .voting td build railroads and court- 
houses, &c., &c. This remedy looks to me like 
an attempt to cure a man having the Asiatic chol- 
| era with itch ointment. [Laughter.] The disease 


| is a vital one—it is a consumption. The Federal | 
| Government was to receive all the funds from |! 


duties on imports which are imposed by the 


‘exper to regulate commerce with foreign nations; | 
) 


ut it receives twice the amount of revenue that 


| it wants, and States get none of it. 


So with the proceeds of the public lands. My 
| constituents wished me to vote for a distribution 
| of the public lands, or the proceeds of their sales, 
| among the States, so that the old States might have 

a share as well as the new. If this were done, 
_and the revenues from imports divided, one half 
| among the States, it would put a stop to the other 
| large expenditures I have spoken of. If we can- 
| not get a portion of the public lands, we can get 

a portion of the proceeds of their sales; and we 

may apply it to railroad purposes. We could, in 
| my State, complete the only link wanting of rail- 


road connection through the Empire State, be- | 


tween Quebec and New York; but we give lands 
to every one of the new States, and take none 


ourselves, as though we had no right to it—as | 


though we were administrators on the property 


of the old States, for the benefit of their children || 
‘| in the West. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to correct a 

| statement made by the gentleman from New 

York. The proceeds of the bonds negotiated by 

the commissioners went into the vaults of the 

' bank, and were squandered by it. Notone dollar 
was used by the State. 

Mr. LETCHER. I shall not occupy much of 
the time of the committee in reply to the remarks 
of my friend from New York. Before replying 
to him, I desire to correct a misapprehension of 
my friend from Mississippi, [Mr. Wrieut.}] He 

; Seems to suppose that I cast some imputation on 
othing was further from my inten- 


1 value of || 
everything was changed, and to have made them || 
pay then what they had borrowed, would have 


Who received it? The agents who | 
received the money were the agents of the bank, | 


I mean to say this: I am | 


The ground taken, that the agents did not act | 
according to the constitution, looks to me like | 
one that could not be taken in a court of justice | 


I wish to make another suggestion to my friend || 


He | 


remedy against the United States receiving more | 


__ August 11, 

|| tion. The language employed was a me . 
etition of the position of the gentle 
? . 5 

York, to which I was replying. 

Mr. WRIGHT. It is a full explanation 
I am glad that | misunderstood the gentlen. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman from x. 
York says so much money ought not to be... 
leeted by this Government, and that it is for tha 
purpose of getting rid of the surplus, over an 
| above what Is absolutely necessary for an Chinen 
| ical administration, that he votes it away for re 

tom-houses, court-houses, &c. It strikes moe that 
the Democratic party of the last House of 2. a 
| sentatives proposed to reduce the revenye a ; 
4 7 » and 
bring it down to the standard of an economical 
, administration, and limit the expenditures to the 
Smallest amount, and that the gentleman yoteg 
against it. 
| Mr. SIMMONS. The people will ney 
| sent to that. 

Mr. LETCHER. Thegentleman voted againg 
the reduction of the revenue, and says now that 
| the a will never consent to its reduction 
| He has told us to-night that so large a reyonye 
| as we are now collecting is corrupting the peo sles 
| that it is one of the means which politicians yg 
| for the purpose of securing power and obtainine 
| place. Can it be true, then, that the people ars 
| unwilling to reduce the revenue, and thus take 
away the means of corruption from the Politicians? 
| Are they unwilling to reduce the revenue to the 

standard of an economical government? No, sir; 
| itis the politicians, like my friend from New York, 
| who are opposed to this policy. They are tarif 
men, and reduction of the tariff is at war with 
their principles and policy. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The gentleman does not 
understand me. What I meant was, that thore 
was a misapplication of the money. Not that 
there is too much money paid into the Treasury, 
but that one branch of the Government gets all, 
and the other none. 

Mr. LETCHER. Which gets all? 

Mr. SIMMONS. The Federal. 

Mr. LETCHER. It is the Federal Govern. 
ment under our system which is the collector of 
| the money, and the Government has no right to 
collect more from the people than is absolutely 
| necessary to support an economical administra. 
tion. This isthe part of wisdom upoa our part. 
It is the part of duty to reduce the revenue to the 
| lowest point consister’ with an economical ex- 
| penditure by the General Government. And how 
ean this be done in any other way than by re- 
| ducing the duties upon imports so as to reduce 
the amount of revenue collected ? 

But besides all this, what is the policy of the 
gentleman from New York? He proposes to 
,|, have an army of agents employed by the General 
Government, who are to be paid for collecting 
money from the people which the Government 
does not need to pay its expenses, and which is 
to be returned to the people again through other 
paid agents, so that the money is to get back to 
the people diminished by the cost of collection 
| and the cost of distribution. Is that a wise pol- 
_icy? Is not the Democratic policy far better, 
| which leaves the money in the pockets of the 
people, and collects no more than is necessary 
for its purposes on strict principles of economy’ 

Mr. SIMMONS. It would be if the States had 
the constitutional power to collect duties upon 
‘imports. My principle is, that the Government 
| collect our revenues by duties upon imports; and 
if the Government sees fit, let it go into the hands 
|| of the States as agents to make internal improve- 
|| ments. 
| Mr. LETCHER. Let us see how that would 
|| work. The gentleman’s policy is, that the rev- 

enues should be collected and be returned to the 
, States for purposes of internal improvement. Is 
it not far better to leave the people with the money 

in their pockets, than to collect and return it to 

them diminished by the costs and charges attend- 
ing such a process? Besides, what is the limtt 
| upon the Federal Government in the collection 
‘of revenue? Is it not to pay the debts and pro- 
| vide for the conimon defense and general welfare 
_ of the Federal Government, and not of the States: 
There is the power, and there is the limitation 
upon its exercise; but, instead of that, the ge! 
] tleman would have this limitation stricken ott, 


re ren. 
man from New 


tol. 


N- 
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| and would have this to be a great central abso- 
|| lute Government, to collect what it pleases, aud 





